
MISSIONARIES, ETC. 221

dresses to adorn the body, teach them

that which will adorn their minds. Let

what you have to clothe them with be

neat and clean and nice. Teach them

cleanness and purity of body and the

principles of salvation, and they will de-

light to come to these meetings. I at-

tribute the wandering of our young peo-

ple to the teachings of their mothers. You

see young ladies here wandering after

the fashions of the world; I attribute it

to their mothers, and the mothers know

but little more than their daughters. If

you will take this counsel, and begin and

teach your children as you should, we

will have more here of a morning than

we have generally. There are a great

many people in this city who should at-

tend meeting on a Sunday morning—

enough to fill this house, besides those

who go to Sunday school. When they

were in the lands where they were hated

and the finger of scorn was pointed at

them, they delighted only in the society

of their brethren; and when they had an

opportunity to escape from their arduous

labors, they would travel day or night to

meet with the Saints. But here every-

thing is so free, so easy and delightful,

that they are here, there and everywhere

but where they should be. A few Latter-

day Saints, however—and I think the

majority of them, are doing the best they

know how. But our brethren, when they

return from their missions, complain at

what they see, and I do not wonder.

Will you, Brother Dewey, set the exam-

ple and come to meeting every Sunday?

Or shall I, in a few Sundays, hear that

you are gone on a pleasure excursion,

that you are riding out here or there?

How will it be with Brother Shipp and

others who have been speaking? How

long will it be before we hear that you

have gone on the railroad to Wasatch

or somewhere else on a pleasure excur-

sion, or to your farm or to visit your

brethren? There is one thing that we

have to meet with here. In our commu-

nity we have a few from the Society of

Friends; we commonly call them Quak-

ers. As far as I have known them, and

I have known them as long as I can re-

member, if they do not work or visit on

the Sabbath, they will mourn the whole

week. They are so free and independent

that they want to show the whole human

family that they have no more regard for

one day than another, and especially the

Sabbath day. We have to meet with this

influence here as well as other things;

and unless our Quaker friends who come

into the Church are continually led they

will never come to meeting; they are sure

to be fishing, going after hay or hunt-

ing their cattle; and these practices have

their influence on others.

I wish to say to the Elders and moth-

ers in Israel: teach your children as they

should be taught and you will find they

will never stray from the path of rec-

titude. There is more depending upon

mothers than is generally supposed. You

may take any nation in the world, and

just let the mothers say there should not

be a soldier in the army, and kings might

call for soldiers, but they would be dis-

appointed if they expected to obtain any.

Mothers bear more influence in the na-

tions of the earth than they are aware

of. Take my counsel, and teach your chil-

dren how to live, teach them to pray, to

come to meeting; teach them to love the

Lord and to believe and read the Bible,

and when they grow up they will delight

in doing right.

As for the so-called Christian world,

all I wish to say about it I can say

in a few words. Yesterday, when talk-

ing about the priests, I discovered there

was considerable humor in our beloved


