OUR PRESENT LIFE, ETC.

hidden the future from our view.

The Latter-day Saints have some
knowledge respecting their future lives
and destiny; the Lord has revealed this
knowledge. We know the design of our
Father in heaven in creating the earth
and in peopling it, and bringing forth
the myriads of organizations which dwell
upon it. We know that all this is for
His glory—to swell the eternities that
are before Him with intelligent beings
who are capable of enjoying the height
of glory. But, before we can come in
possession of this, we need large experi-
ence, and its acquisition is a slow pro-
cess. Our lives here are for the pur-
pose of acquiring this, and the longer we
live the greater it should be. For in-
stance, the experience of a person like
our deceased sister here, of twenty or
twenty-one years of age, although she
knew a good deal, is not equal to that of
a person of fifty, sixty, seventy or eighty
years of age; but now she has stepped
through the door—the partition separat-
ing this from the next state of existence,
she will continue to labor just as much
as she has done the last year or the last
five years. Nothing remains here for
us but to pay our last respects to that
which came from mother earth. It was
formed and fashioned and the spirit was
put into it, and it has grown and be-
come what it is, and the spirit having de-
parted, the body lies ready to return to
the bosom of its mother, there to rest un-
til the morning of the resurrection. But
the life and intelligence which once dwelt
in that body still live, and Sister Aure-
lia moves, talks, walks, enjoys and be-
holds that which we cannot enjoy and be-
hold while we are in these tabernacles
of clay. She is in glory; she has passed
the ordeals and has reached a position
in which the power of Satan has no in-
fluence upon her. The advantage of this
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Priesthood that Brother George A. Smith
has been talking about is that when per-
sons yield obedience to it, they secure to
themselves the sanction of Him who is
its author, and who has bestowed it upon
the children of men. His power is around
them and defends them; and when they
pass into the spirit world they are out
of the reach of the power of Satan, and
they are not liable to be tempted, hunted,
and chased as the wicked are, although
the wicked may rest and enjoy far more
there than here; but a person who obeys
the Priesthood of the Son of God is en-
tirely free from this. Where the pure in
heart are the wicked cannot come. This
is the state of the spirit world.

I will say to Sister Spencer and the
relatives and friends of the deceased—
Do not wish her back again. I do not sup-
pose you do; and I will say, further, that
if you could talk with her, and she with
you, as you could a short time since, you
could not prevail upon her to come back,
if she had the power to do so. You might
say to her, "You have not finished your
work, you might do a great deal for your
dead relatives," but her reply would be
to this effect: "There are plenty on the
earth, if they will believe, to perform all
the ordinances necessary." "Well, but you
have not entered upon your womanhood,
and have not become a mother in Israel."
"No matter, I see, understand, and know
what is before me, and the time will come
when, inasmuch as I was faithful to the
Priesthood, I shall possess and enjoy all
that I now seem to have been deprived of
by my death." This is a consolation, is it
not?

I have asked the people of the world
sometimes what will become of the
infants who die. @ Take the masses
of the human family, and I do not
think that any rational person amongst



