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them will, for a moment, admit that they

will go to a place of punishment. But

whatever opinions may prevail on this

subject, the fact is they return to the Fa-

ther, as Jesus says, "Suffer little children

to come unto me, and forbid them not,

for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven."

Yes, the children must return to the Fa-

ther: they came from and were nursed

and cherished by Him and the heavenly

host, and when they are called to pass

the ordeal of death, they go right back

into His presence. But what of the un-

godly parents of the tabernacles of these

children, will they have the privilege of

going there? No, where God and Christ

are they cannot come. Perhaps some

of them may have had an offer of the

Gospel and rejected it, then what will be-

come of the children? They swarm in

the Courts of Heaven; there are myri-

ads and myriads of them there already,

and more are going continually. What

are you going to do with them? Perhaps

I might say somebody will have the priv-

ilege of saying to our young sisters who

have died in the faith, "I design so many

of these children for you, and so many for

you, and they are given you by the law

of adoption, and they are yours just as

much as though you had borne them on

the earth, and your seed shall continue

through them forever and ever." It may

be thought by some that when young per-

sons die they will be cut short of the priv-

ileges and blessings God designs for His

children; but this is not so. The faithful

will never miss a blessing through being

cut off while here. And let me say to my

brethren and sisters, that it is not the

design of the Father that the earthly ca-

reer of any should terminate until they

have lived out their days; and the rea-

son that so few do live out their days,

is because of the force of sin in the world

and the power of death over the human

family. To these causes, and not to the

design of the Creator, may be attributed

the fact that disease stalks abroad, lay-

ing low the aged, middle-aged, youth,

and infants, and the human family gen-

erally by millions. Some think that not

one-half of those born live to the age

of twelve years; others think that one-

half die before reaching fifteen or seven-

teen years; but, be that as it may, it is

not the design of our Father in heaven

that it should be so. However, here we

are, and we have to meet with these ob-

stacles, and if we are not able to over-

come them we have to yield, and this

is why we lose our children, our young

men and women, and those near and

dear to us. We do not know what to do

for the sick, and if we send for a doctor

he does not know any more than any-

body else. No person knows what to do

for the sick without revelation. Doctors,

by their study of the science of anatomy,

and by their experience, by feeling the

pulse, and from other circumstances may

be able to judge of many things, but they

do not know the exact state of the stom-

ach. And again, the operations of disease

are alike on no two persons on the face of

the earth, any more than the operations

of the spirit of God are alike on any two

persons. There is as much variation in

these respects as there is in the physiog-

nomy of the human family; hence, when

disease seizes our systems, we do not

know what to do, and death often over-

comes us, and we bury our friends. This

is hard for us, but what of it? We will fol-

low them, they will not come back to us.

The time will come when they will come

back, but that will be when Jesus comes.

We shall be with them then; but we shall

perhaps sleep in the dust long before


