236

martyred or burned at the stake, his
body has fled away, its present orga-
nization is dissolved, and its elements
are resolved into their original condi-
tion, and perhaps united with and dis-
persed among many other elements of
our globe; but in the resurrection these
elements are brought together again and
the body reorganized, not into a tempo-
ral or mortal tabernacle, but into an eter-
nal house or abiding place for the spirit
of man. So the earth will pass away,
and its elements be dispersed in space;
but, by the power of that Almighty Cre-
ator who organized it in the beginning,
it will be renewed, and those elements
which now enter into the composition of
our globe, will again enter into the com-
position of the new heavens and the new
earth, for, says the Prophet John, "I saw
a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had fled
away."

He then beheld two cities, as is
recorded in the 21st chapter of Rev-
elation, descending from God out of
heaven. The first one is called the New
Jerusalem. The description of this city
is not given in this chapter; we have
no information regarding its size, or the
number of its gates, and the height of
the walls; all that we know is that John
saw it descend out of heaven. After-
wards he was taken off into a high moun-
tain and saw a second city descend out
of heaven. A description of this, called
the "Holy City," is given. The number
of the gates, the height of the walls, the
nature of the houses, the streets, and
the glory of the city are plainly given in
the revelation. But when the first city,
called the New Jerusalem, descended, he
heard a voice say, "Behold the taberna-
cle of God is with men, henceforth there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow
nor crying, for the former things have
passed away and all things are made

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

new." This will be the final transforma-
tion of this earth, and when that is ef-
fected it will become one of the mansions
of our Father. It will be redeemed, or,
we might say resurrected after it passes
away. That renewed state will be eter-
nal, it will never be changed; and it will
be the eternal residence of those disci-
ples to whom Jesus was addressing the
words of the text.

Where will Jesus be? What is the
particular creation assigned to him? I
answer that our globe will become the
abiding place of all the Saints from the
days of Father Adam until the time that
it passes away and is renewed again and
becomes glorified, after which the taber-
nacle of God will be with men, and he
will wipe away all tears from their eyes,
and this creation from that time hence-
forth and forever will be free from sor-
row; and from that period to all the ages
of eternity there will be no more death,
for death will be swallowed up in victory.
The curse that came by the Fall will be
entirely removed, and God, Himself, will
light up the world with His glory, mak-
ing of it a body more brilliant than the
sun that shines in yonder heavens.

Some may inquire, "Do you think
the sun is a glorified world?" Yes, in
one sense. It is not yet fully glori-
fied, redeemed, clothed with celestial
power, and crowned with the presence
of the Father in all the fullness and
beauty of a celestial mansion, because
it is still subject to change more or
less. If it were fully glorified; if it had
passed through its temporal existence
and had been redeemed, glorified, and
made celestial, and had become the eter-
nal abiding place of celestial and glori-
fied beings, it would be far more glo-
rious than our eyes could behold, the
eyes of mortality could not endure the
light thereof. We can endure and rejoice



