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in its present light and glory. It gives

light and heat to the surrounding worlds,

and thus renders them fit habitations for

intelligent human beings. But were it

glorified, as it will be hereafter, and as

our earth will be, men such as we are,

clothed with mortality, would be over-

powered, we could not stand in the pres-

ence of its glory without being consumed.

This earth, therefore, is destined to be-

come one of the heavenly mansions.

And now, with regard to its being the

place of the habitation of the Saints for-

ever and ever, let me quote some proofs

in relation to it from the Scriptures. Je-

sus, in his great and beautiful sermon on

the mount, has told us of the blessings

that should rest on his people, among

which he says, "Blessed are the meek:

for they shall inherit the earth." This

certainly could not have had reference

to this temporal existence, for look at

the meek who lived on the earth in the

first ages of Christianity. Did they in-

herit the earth? No. What was their

destiny? To wander about in sheepskins

and goatskins, dwelling in the dens and

caves of the earth, not being counted

worthy by the wicked to receive an inher-

itance with them, yet Jesus said, "They

shall inherit the earth." When? If they

do not inherit it before death they must

after the resurrection. In proof that

they will inherit it after the resurrec-

tion, let me refer you to the testimony

of John, recorded in the fifth chapter

of Revelation. John saw a great com-

pany of Saints in the presence of God

the Father, and except those who were

resurrected at the time of the resurrec-

tion of Christ, they were the spirits of

men. They were singing a beautiful song,

the purport of which was emigration.

They had it in view to emigrate from

their present home or location in the

celestial paradise to some other place,

and their song reads something like this:

"Thou art worthy to take the book and

to open the seals thereof, for thou wast

slain, and by thy blood hast redeemed us

from all nations and kindreds and peo-

ples and tongues, and hast made us unto

our God kings and priests, and we shall

reign on the earth." This is the place

of their future residence, and they re-

joicedmuch in the anticipation of return-

ing to their mother earth, the place of

their nativity; they rejoiced exceedingly

at the prospect of getting back again to

their old homestead. They were absent

a little season because of the wickedness

that covered the earth, they were absent

a little season because death overpow-

ered their mortal tabernacles. The Fall

had brought them down to the grave,

but they rejoiced that the grave would

no longer hold its captives. These spir-

its from all nations, kindreds, tongues,

and peoples were rejoicing in the great

day when they should receive their res-

urrected bodies and return again to their

old homestead—the earth, to receive

their kingdoms, thrones, and dominions.

"We shall reign on the earth!" Not come

to be persecuted and driven about as

the meek always have been when the

wicked have had power; not come to

be scattered, peeled, and driven, as the

ancient Saints were; not to be sawn

asunder, beheaded, persecuted, and buf-

feted, as the servants and Saints of

God have always been; but they will

come here to reign: "Thou hast made

us kings and priests unto God, and we

shall reign on the earth." The period

during which they were to reign, as

mentioned in the 20th chapter of Rev-

elation, was one thousand years, and

this was the introduction to their eter-

nal reign. "Blessed and holy is he who

hath part in the first resurrection," for

on such the second death can have no


