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and multiplying, until their seed are
more numerous than the dust of the
earth or the stars of heaven. They will
multiply throughout all the ages of eter-
nity, and the earth will be their head-
quarters. There is another principle con-
nected with this. "What is it," inquires
one? They will not only people worlds,
but they will create them. There is room
enough to accomplish this when we con-
sider that space is boundless. There is no
end to the worlds that might be formed,
for the materials existing in space from
which to form them are infinite in quan-
tity, and consequently can never be ex-
hausted; for that which is infinite can,
by no process whatever, be exhausted,
no matter how many millions or myri-
ads of creations may be formed out of it;
and, consequently, though millions and
millions, through their observance of the
higher law that pertains to exaltation
and glory, should be counted worthy to
receive this earth as their everlasting in-
heritance; and should these millions and
millions multiply their seed until they
are as the sands on the seashore for mul-
titude, yet there is room in boundless
space for new creations and materials
enough for the creation of new worlds,
and for this innumerable offspring to
spread forth and people them. Certainly
they could not all dwell here: the earth
would be overrun by them after awhile,
but this would be one of the heavenly
mansions, and their headquarters. And
here comes in another doctrine. This
forenoon you heard many of the princi-
ples and doctrines touched upon wherein
this people differ from the outside world.
I will now briefly call your attention to
one.

We believe that we are the children
of our parents in heaven. I do not
mean our tabernacles, but our spirits.
That being that dwells in my taber-
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nacle, and those beings that dwell in
yours; the beings who are intelligent and
possess, in embryo, all the attributes of
our Father in heaven; the beings that re-
side in these earthly houses, they are the
children of our Father who is in heaven.
He begat us before the foundations of
this earth were laid and before the morn-
ing stars sang together or the sons of
God shouted for joy when the corner-
stones of the earth were laid, as is writ-
ten in the sayings of the patriarch Job.
In the midst of all the patriarch's tri-
als the question was put to him: "Job,
where wast thou when I laid the cor-
nerstones of the earth, when the morn-
ing stars sang together for joy?" Job did
not pretend to answer the question, but
left it for the Lord. But the question
was highly suggestive of a pre-existence,
and of the fact that Job existed before
Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden.
Not his body, but the living being who
inhabits the body, who thinks and rea-
sons, and moves the body by his will, and
that lives when the body is moldering in
the dust; that being or those beings who
shouted together when the cornerstones
of the earth were laid. Why did they
rejoice and shout together for joy when
the cornerstones, or rather, when the nu-
cleus was formed around which the ma-
terials of this globe were gathered to-
gether? Because, being intelligent, and
knowing the path that led to immortal-
ity and exaltation, they saw a prospect
before them of walking therein. But the
point to which I wish to direct your at-
tention now is a fact of a pre-existence—
a principle believed in by this people, and
which is new to them and the world gen-
erally; but it is not new, for it was taught
in ancient times, and is a scriptural doc-
trine. Solomon says when the body is
laid down the spirit will return to God



