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theless I shall endeavor by the assistance of
the Spirit of the Lord to speak upon sub-
jects as they may be presented to me at the
very moment. What they will be I know
not. It is my earnest desire, however, that I
may be favored with the faith and prayers
of all good people who may be present,
that peradventure the Lord may be mer-
ciful to us and shed forth a great abun-
dance of His Holy Spirit to assist us on this
occasion.

It is a strange thing to the greater part
of the civilized world to see, or rather to
contemplate, so many scores of thousands
of people gathering together in the interior
portions of North America, in the Rocky
Mountains or vicinity, all of one religious
faith. It is a marvel, and produces a great
deal of wonderment among the people, to
understand what is the cause of this great
assembling or gathering together, what it
means, what the object is, what purpose
is to be accomplished, what the designs of
the people are and so forth. It is attracting
the attention not only of our own nation
but of many other nations—this fleeing
out, this gathering together of a people
from so many parts of the world and com-
ing together in the interior of this new
world, in a country which, to all human
appearance, was one of the most difficult
countries in the known world to be settled.
They wonder how it is that an influence
can be exercised over the minds of so many
people, among so many nations, to get
them to leave the homes of their fathers,
their native countries, their associates and
friends, and go forth for thousands of miles
upon railroad conveyance, and cross the
ocean, and then pursue their journey for
thousands of miles still further into the
heart of a desert. This is a curious thing
when we reflect upon it. I will here ob-
serve, however, that it is not the influence
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of man that has brought this great event
about; man is not the origin of this great
gathering which you see in the Territory of
Utah. If you do not believe what I say, let
any other society, I don’t care how much
talent they may have, how much human
wisdom they may possess; let them at-
tempt to accomplish a similar thing and
see whether they can succeed. Take all the
learning that is in the world, combine it
together, send forth the most learned and
talented orators among the nations, exer-
cise all the human power and influence
that God has given you, and attempt to ac-
complish a work similar to the one which
is now before your eyes, and see if you can
succeed. It can’t be done; it never has been
done, to my knowledge, since the days of
our Savior. We have no account in history
of any religious society gathering out from
so many nations into one region of country
since the days of the Savior.

Do you wish to know the secret of this
great gathering? Do you wish to know why
it is that this influence has been exercised
over the minds of the people? I will tell
you: it is because God, who is in yonder
heavens, has spoken in our day, this is the
secret. It is because he has sent forth an-
gels, messengers from heaven, who have
appeared to men here on the earth, and
have conversed with them. It is because
God, by angels, and by his own voice, has
sent forth messengers again unto the hu-
man family with an important message, a
message more important, in one sense of
the word, than any which has before been
delivered to man—a message to prepare
the way before the face and coming of his
Son from the heavens.

Strangers may inquire, what has this great
gathering to do with preparing the way be-
fore the coming of his Son? Could you notall
remain scattered abroad among the nations
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