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never could learn; but they did the very

best they knew how. They are not

to blame for those errors. They were

men of integrity; they collected, accord-

ing to the best of their understanding

and knowledge, the manuscripts in ex-

istence and translated them according to

the best information they had concern-

ing the original languages. Hence orig-

inated this present English Bible, King

James' translation. I am astonished

when I look at this Bible, to find it so cor-

rect; I am astonished, and it has been a

mystery to me that it can be so correct

with such an abundance of contradic-

tions in the original manuscripts. As a

general thing the meaning has not been

altered much, but it has been altered

sufficiently to produce all the confusion

at present existing throughout Christen-

dom. All these different denominations

have arisen, founded on the same Bible

and on the same text. What may we

expect then when God sends an angel?

Must we expect that he will give us a

confused mass of something that we can-

not understand? Or may we not rather

expect that he will impart to us the

plainness and simplicity of his word, and

call that the gospel, and call upon the

nations of the earth to receive it? I an-

swer that so far as reason is concerned,

and good sound judgment, that is, so far

as I can judge concerning reason, reason

would say that the God of truth would

communicate a message in perfect plain-

ness, that could not be misunderstood by

those who desired to know the right way.

Well, such was the fact. I hold in my

hand a record containing more writing

than the New Testament; and this book,

from the beginning to the end, was writ-

ten by divine revelation, comprising his-

tory, prophecies and the Gospel. It was

written by an ancient people, a portion of

the house of Israel, who dwelt in ancient

America. Prophets and inspired men

wrote this record on plates of gold. They

inform us that Jesus administered on

this American continent in person, as

well as on the little land of Palestine.

They inform us that after his resur-

rection and ascension from the land of

Jerusalem to his Father, he descended on

this American continent, that he taught

them here at different times, appearing

to them often, delivering to them his ev-

erlasting Gospel in plainness and sim-

plicity. He commanded them to write

that Gospel upon the plates that they

kept their records on at that time, and

which had been already handed down

among them for about six hundred years.

This book also informs us concerning

the preaching of the Gospel among the

ancient Americans—the ancient inhabi-

tants of this country; that twelve men

were called, not apostles, or rather that

they were not called apostles, but disci-

ples. Twelve disciples were chosen in an-

cient America and preached the Gospel

that the Son of God revealed to them in

person. They proclaimed that Gospel in

the four quarters of this Western hemi-

sphere, in other words, on what we call

South and North America; they built

up the Church and Kingdom of God in

this land, and millions of the people re-

ceived the Gospel. They kept a record

of this fact three hundred and eighty-

four years after the coming of Christ.

Mormon, who had charge of the records,

after making an abridgment on other

plates, in consequence of the apostasy

of his portion of the nation, delivered

the abridgment or the plates that con-

tained it, into the hands of his son Mo-

roni, a faithful prophet and servant of

God, but the other plates he hid up in

a hill in what we now call the State of

New York. Moroni beheld the downfall

of his nation, their destruction by the


