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hands of another branch of the house of

Israel, a powerful nation on this conti-

nent. The nation that kept these records

was destroyed. Moroni, who was the last

prophet entrusted with the plates, had

to flee from place to place and hide up

in dens and caves in order to preserve

his own life. These records, four hun-

dred and twenty years after the birth

of Christ, were hidden up, at least that

was the last date given on them. With

them was deposited a sacred instrument

that was possessed by the people on this

continent, called the Urim and Thum-

mim. Many predictions were uttered,

not only by Moroni, but by many previ-

ous prophets, that these records in the

last days, should be brought to light

by the ministration of holy messengers;

that God would bring them forth in or-

der to prepare the way before the coming

of his Son from the heavens. This, there-

fore, is the book that that angel whom

John saw flying through the midst of

heaven has revealed to the inhabitants

of the earth. This is the sacred book

that contains the everlasting Gospel re-

vealed by the angel. This is the sacred

book which God has commanded his ser-

vants to publish to the four quarters of

the globe as a witness unto all nations

before the Son of Man comes. This is the

sacred book that contains the words of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ when

he appeared on this American continent.

This is the sacred book that will go forth,

warning all people, nations and tongues

before the Son of Man appears in his

glory. If they receive it they will be blest,

if they receive it not, then will be fulfilled

that which was spoken by the mouth of

John the Revelator concerning the hour

of God's judgment coming upon them.

Does this book do away with those

differences that exist in regard to

many points of the doctrine of Jesus?

Does it make it plain so that there is no

chance of building up two different de-

nominations from the doctrines it con-

tains? I answer yes, there cannot be

established two different denominations

founding their ideas on the doctrines of

this book. Why? Because the doctrine is

so plain in every point that it is impos-

sible for any person with common sense

not to understand it just as it is deliv-

ered and revealed. Hence you perceive

that, that which we would naturally ex-

pect and reasonably hope for when the

angel came is realized, namely, a doc-

trine so plain that all the learning and

wisdom of man could not wrest and twist

and turn it and make it appear two dif-

ferent things. For instance, let us take

the simple ordinance of baptism, what

does the Book of Mormon say in regard

to that one ordinance? Jesus, when he

came to the American continent, they

not having seen the true order of bap-

tism in the same light that the Jews

had in Palestine, condescended to point

out to them how they should be bap-

tized. He says, first, you must believe

in me and repent of your sins and be-

come as a little child and go forth and

be baptized for the remission of your sins

and you shall receive the Holy Ghost;

and then, to show how this ordinance

was to be performed, he says that inas-

much as anyone shall come forth de-

siring the ordinance of baptism, hav-

ing repented of his sins, having believed

in me, even Jesus Christ, you shall go

down into the water and you shall bap-

tize him in my name; you shall immerse

him in the water, and come forth out of

the water, and then he shall receive the

Holy Ghost. Showing the ordinance also

through which and by which the Holy

Ghost should be given, namely, the lay-

ing on of hands. Now I ask, is there

any possibility, with words penned as


