
repentance. Now, what would have been 
the consequence if they had rejected this 
one man’s testimony? The consequence 
would have been their overthrow. Jonah 
might have told them that God had sent 
him, and he might have preached to them 
that he had been swallowed up by a whale, 
and that God had given commandment to 
the fish to vomit him up on dry ground! 
What would they care about that? They 
would have said, “Jonah is crazy, insane, 
he must be insane,” and they might have 
rejected his testimony, and brought death 
and destruction on the whole city, conse-
quently God may send but one witness.

But he sometimes condescends to give 
more. We have four witnesses who have 
written and whose writings have descended 
to our day, concerning the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ—one of the most important 
events that has ever happened in our world. 
Four men who saw Jesus after his resurrec-
tion have testified in the New Testament to 
his resurrection. “Oh, but,” says one, “we 
have more than four men.” I think not, I 
can’t find but four who have written. No 
women have written, for we have not any 
women’s epistles or writings in the New 
Testament. “But,” says one, “do you mean 
to say that the twelve apostles have not 
handed down their testimony?” I do say so. 
I have no doubt but what they did testify 
of his resurrection, but they have given us 
no account. Four of the eight writers of the 
New Testament saw Jesus after his resur-
rection, and all the Christian world at the 
present day believe that Jesus rose from the 
dead because those four men testified that 
he did so. But does not Paul say that he 
was seen by him, and afterwards on a cer-
tain occasion after his resurrection by five 
hundred of his brethren? Yes, we suppose

that he said so, because the writer of the 
Acts of the Apostles says that Paul said so; 
but it all rests on the writer of those Acts, 
whose name is supposed to be Luke. Luke 
says that Paul saw Jesus; Luke says that he 
was seen by five hundred, or at least he says 
that Paul says that he was seen by five hun-
dred. Well now, such a great and important 
fact as the resurrection of the Son of God 
rests upon the testimony of four witness-
es, and they are dead. You cannot cross-
question them, you can’t ask them if their 
testimony is true, you can’t go to them and 
enquire about the particulars in relation to 
it; but you have to take the testimony of 
four witnesses who are dead and have been 
for eighteen hundred years; yet you believe 
the great fact, I do, and so do the Latter-
day Saints, on their testimony.

Again, we find that it is written in the 
New Testament, the words of Jesus on the 
same subject, that in the mouths of two or 
three witnesses shall every word be estab-
lished. Indeed, is that so? Are two or three 
witnesses sufficient to condemn the whole 
world of mankind, and to leave them with-
out excuse? Jesus says so: every word shall 
be established in the mouths of two or 
three witnesses. This is in accordance with 
what took place in the days of the flood. 
Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth were the 
only witnesses that went forth to warn that 
generation of a terrible judgment that was 
to come on all flesh if they did not repent. 
They did not receive the testimony of those 
four men and consequently they were over-
thrown by the flood. God does therefore 
condemn the children of men by the num-
ber of witnesses that seems to him good to 
communicate, or through whom to com-
municate, a message to them.

Now then, let us come back again. 
Here was Joseph Smith, a boy, his
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