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very youth ought to testify in his favor,
for when the Lord first revealed him-
self to that little boy, he was only be-
tween fourteen and fifteen years of age.
Now, can we imagine or suppose that a
great impostor could be made out of a
youth of that age, and one that could re-
veal the doctrine of Christ as he has re-
vealed it to this generation? Would he
stand forth and bear testimony that he
had seen with his own eyes a messen-
ger of light and glory, and that he heard
the words of his mouth as they dropped
from his lips and had received a mes-
sage from the Most High, at that early
age? And then, after having declared
it, to have the finger of scorn pointed at
him, with exclamations, "There goes the
visionary boy! No visions in our day, no
angels come in our day, no more revela-
tion to be given in our day! Why he is de-
luded, he is a fanatic;" and to have this
scorn and derision and still continue to
testify, in the face and eyes of all this,
while hated and derided by his neigh-
bors, that God had sent his angel from
heaven. Can you imagine that a youth
would do this? Select out some of our lit-
tle boys here, fourteen years of age, can
you imagine it to be possible for them
to be impositions of this description? I
think not. The very youth, then, of this
first witness that I have named, testi-
fies in his favor! Did God send forth ser-
vants to publish this Book of Mormon,
containing the everlasting Gospel, to all
the nations and kingdoms of the earth
without giving more witnesses than this
one I have named? No, he was more
merciful to this generation than he was
to the city of Nineveh; he sent more
than one. He would not even permit
this book to go forth as a divine rev-
elation to this generation until he had
raised up three other men—Martin Har-
ris, David Whitmer and Oliver Cowdery,
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besides Joseph Smith. "But," says
one, "perhaps they were deceived, while
Joseph Smith was the impostor, they
might have been sincere men!" Let us
see whether they could be deceived men,
and yet their testimony be given as it
is here recorded. They have testified to
all nations, kindred, tongues and people
unto whom this work shall come, that,
"we, through the grace of God the Father
and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the
plates which contain this record, and we
testify with words of soberness that God
sent forth an holy angel from heaven,
and he showed unto us the plates from
which this record was taken, and he com-
manded us to bear record of the same
and to be obedient unto the command-
ment of God. We bear testimony of these
things, and we do know if we are faith-
ful in Christ we shall rid our garments of
the blood of all men," and so forth. I have
repeated to you part of the testimony of
these three men.

Now is there any chance for decep-
tion here? An angel to be sent forth
from God, an angel to come down from
heaven clothed in glory and brightness!
An angel to take these plates and turn
them over leaf after leaf and show the
engravings thereon! An angel to pro-
claim to them that they must bear tes-
timony of it to all people, nations and
tongues; and at the same time to hear
the voice of God out of the heavens pro-
claiming that it had been translated cor-
rectly! Any chance for deception here,
so far as they are concerned? Were
they deceived? If so, you may as well
say that Peter was deceived, that Paul
was deceived, that James was deceived,
that all the writers of the New Testa-
ment were deceived, that all the writ-
ers of the Old Testament were deceived,
when they testify that they saw angels,
for one stands on as good and sound



