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a foundation as the other; and if the very

nature of the testimony as recorded by

the ancient writers shows the impossi-

bility of their being deceived, so does the

nature of the testimony revealed in the

last days show the impossibility of these

individuals being deceived. Here then

were four men before this church had

any existence, four special witnesses,

raised up to testify to the truth of the di-

vinity of the Book of Mormon.

Were these all the witnesses God

gave before the rise of this church? No,

no! There are eight other witnesses

whose names are recorded, attached to

their own testimony, a testimony which

they give expressly to go forth in con-

nection with this record, or in all the

translations of this record to every peo-

ple, tongue and nation under the whole

heavens. What do they testify? They

testify in words of soberness that they

have seen the plates from which this

record was translated, that they have

handled these plates, that they saw the

engravings on these plates, that they

had the appearance of ancient work and

of curious workmanship, and they bear

this testimony in words of soberness,

and give their names to go forth to the

whole world of mankind. I ask if either

of these twelve witnesses have denied

their testimony from that day to this?

Never, in no instance. Neither of these

twelve men, whatever has been his cir-

cumstances, wherever he has been, has

ever denied his testimony from that day

to this. Forty-two years and upwards

have passed away since those twelve wit-

nesses, four of whom saw the angel, gave

their testimony.

What other witnesses have you be-

sides these? On the strength of this

testimony other persons believed in

the everlasting Gospel and went forth

and were baptized, repenting of their

sins, for the remission of them. And

God commanded his servants whom he

had called and ordained to be apostles

in this church and kingdom, to lay their

hands upon them, and said that they,

the candidates, should receive the Holy

Ghost through that ordinance. Did they

receive the Holy Ghost? They testified

that they did. They prophesied—they

were filled with joy and light, and with

a spirit that they never had experienced

before. They testified that they had re-

ceived the baptism of fire and of the

Holy Ghost, in fulfillment of the promise.

Did God reveal to them anything by this

spirit that came upon them through obe-

dience to the Gospel? Yes. What did he

reveal? He revealed to them the divin-

ity of this work, the truth of it, and they

knew as well as these witnesses whose

testimonies are recorded that Joseph

Smith was a prophet of God. They knew

that no human being by human means

could confer the baptism of the Holy

Ghost, as they testified they had received

it, consequently they became witnesses

in their turn, and many of them were

sent forth as messengers and missionar-

ies to preach to their neighbors, and into

the regions round about, to declare what

God had commenced to perform and ac-

complish in the midst of the 19th cen-

tury.

By and by thousands received the

work. Did they receive the Holy Ghost?

Yes, every person who repented sin-

cerely before God, who had faith in

the Lord Jesus Christ, and came forth

humbly, and was baptized by immersion

by those whom the Lord had called and

appointed by revelation, did receive the

Holy Ghost, by the laying on of the hands

of the servants of God. These would con-

stitute thousands of more witnesses in

addition to those that I have named.

But let other witnesses speak, be-

sides all these who had received a


