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revelation of the divinity of this work.

What other witnesses did God give? He

gave the same witnesses to the Church

after it was built up that he gave to the

ancient Church. What did he give to the

ancient Church? He said to his apostles,

as recorded in the last chapter of Mark,

"Go ye forth and preach the Gospel in all

the world to every creature, he that be-

lieveth and is baptized shall be saved;

he that believeth not shall be damned.

And these signs shall follow them that

believe." Notice, now, certain signs were

to be given not only to the twelve men to

whom he was speaking, but all the world

that should believe their testimony, mak-

ing millions and millions of witnesses.

"These signs shall follow them that be-

lieve: in my name they shall cast out

devils." These believers, not you apos-

tles to whom I am speaking alone, but

all that believe the Gospel which you

preach, "they shall cast out devils in

my name; they shall speak with new

tongues, if they shall drink any deadly

thing or take up serpents it shall not

hurt them; they shall lay their hands

upon the sick and they shall recover."

What glorious signs to follow the Chris-

tians, or all believers in Christ! What

has become of all the Christians in all

the centuries that are past and gone?

Where are they? If there have been

any they have had these signs following

them. What, do you mean, Mr. Pratt,

to unchristianize the world? O no, I

am only quoting the words of Jesus. If

there have been any Christians in the

world for the last seventeen centuries,

these signs have followed them. They

have laid hands on the sick and the sick

have recovered; they have cast out dev-

ils in the name of Jesus, for recollect the

promise is to all believers, not to a few or

a part of them.

Notice the two promises: First,

salvation—he that believes (that is—all

believers throughout the world), and is

baptized shall be saved. Will you pre-

tend to say that that promise of salvation

was limited to the days of the apostles?

"O no," answer all the Christian sects

with one united voice, "the promise of

salvation is for all Christians in the first

age, in all future ages throughout all the

world." Very well, come to the next verse,

"These signs shall follow them that be-

lieve." "Ah," says the Christians, "that

is not for us, that is limited to the days

of the apostles; that was not intended

for the Christians of the second, third,

fourth or fifth century, or for the peo-

ple in our day. No, all we have to do is

to claim the first promise and reject the

last."

Well, we are not so foolish as all

this, although taught by our forefathers,

and the pretended Christians around us,

that these signs would not follow the be-

liever, yet we were just simple enough

to believe that Jesus told the truth, and,

consequently, when the servants of God

went forth and taught the everlasting

Gospel that an angel had brought from

heaven, the Lord confirmed the word by

signs following. To whom? To those who

believed. He promised that they should

have certain signs, and they got them,

and this was a confirmation to them. Ev-

ery man and every woman might know

whether he or she was a believer or not

in the Gospel; if they obtained the signs

they were believers; if they obtained no

gifts or no signs there was lack on their

part, they were not Christians in the full

sense of the word.

Don't you think we would have been

discouraged after forty years' trial if

God had not fulfilled the promise? I

think we should. I do not think

you would see this large congrega-

tion here in this desert mountainous

country, I have no idea you would


