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find such a people here in such a forbid-

ding country as we now occupy, if God

had not, in numerous instances among

the nations in which you formerly dwelt,

fulfilled his promise, and given you the

promised blessing. This therefore, is

another evidence, besides the evidence

and testimony recorded in the Book of

Mormon, an evidence which hundreds

and thousands enjoy at the present day.

Hundreds and thousands have seen with

their eyes and have experienced the

power of God as manifested in the var-

ious gifts.

This is what constitutes the true

Christian Church. This is what distin-

guishes Christianity from all spurious

doctrines, and separates the true from

spurious Christianity. This is the great

distinguishing point, it is the power of

God made manifest through the preach-

ing of the everlasting Gospel. It is this

which has gathered this people out from

among the nations. It is because their

sick have been healed in their own coun-

try; it is because thousands of this peo-

ple, now in this Territory, have been

healed themselves. It is because God

has shed forth his power by the minis-

trations of his servants and proved to

them with testimonies they never can

deny that the Lord God of Israel has

spoken from the heavens. Blessed be

the name of the Lord our God! Praise

his name for evermore, that he has

again sent the Gospel in its fulness

to the earth. We should praise his

name because he has not only restored

the Gospel, but the power and author-

ity to preach it, and administer its or-

dinances! Power and authority sent

down from heaven and conferred upon

weak mortal man to baptize for the re-

mission of sins! Power and authority

sent from the eternal heavens to build

up his Church here on the earth; and we

see divine power and authority accompa-

nying those who he has thus called and

to whom he has thus revealed himself.

Consequently our Gospel does not come

with the cunning craftiness of man's wis-

dom. Though we may be poor, illiter-

ate men, taken from our common av-

ocations of life and sent forth by the

Lord Almighty to proclaim his Gospel,

we have one thing the world has not got.

Though we may not be able to proclaim

the Gospel in eloquence of language and

in the power and wisdom of the world, we

have a power that is superior to that—

we have the power of the Almighty God.

We have his angels to go before our face,

his Spirit to dwell richly in our hearts,

and his presence to go with us and be

with us on our right hand and our left.

It is he who performs the work; it is he

who proclaims to the inhabitants of the

earth by the mouths of his servants, say-

ing, "Repent, and prepare the way for the

great day of the coming of the Lord from

the heavens."

Will they hear? No, like the people

in the days of the flood, they eat, they

drink, they are engaged in merchandise

and in the traffic of this world, and the

voice of inspiration and the power of

Almighty God that are being made man-

ifest among the people will not reach

their stubborn and hardened hearts, un-

til the Lord, by and by, by his judgments,

will pour out his indignation upon all na-

tions. Amen.


