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association with any sect, any party, any

religionists that exist on the face of the

wide earth; therefore they cannot say,

as some profess to do, that we have

borrowed certain parts of our religion

from others. We have neither adopted

the opinions of Socrates, Mahommed,

Paine, Luther, or the Hindoos; nor are

we indebted to Roman Catholicism, the

Greek Church, Episcopalianism, or to

Knox, Calvin, Whitfield, Wesley, Camp-

bell, Miller, or any other sects; our reli-

gion in its entirety came from God, and

we give to him, and not to any man or

any set of men, the glory.

In relation to our political position it

is precisely the same. There is an in-

herent principle of right planted in the

human bosom, which God has placed

there, and which man never could, can-

not now, nor ever will uproot; princi-

ples of inherent right which all intelli-

gent men, when they have sought for

the truth, with unbiased mind, and de-

sired sincerely to know, have invariably

found. Governed by the principles of

right, and uninfluenced by party power

or wealth there have always been men

inspired by an infallible divine afflatus,

who have recognized an innate, inalien-

able principle of justice and equity, in ev-

ery age and among all nations, and the

records of the Babylonians, the Medo-

Persians, the Greeks, Romans and more

modern nations bear ample testimony to

this fact. The principle of right is im-

planted in the human bosom and inher-

ent in the human family, among all gov-

ernments that have ever existed, and

men of virtue, honor and truth have al-

ways arrived at the same conclusions

that we have. The founders of our gov-

ernment, under the inspiration of the

Almighty, and goaded by an oppressive

power, discovered the same elements,

the same principles, the same ideas that

we have, and enunciated those eternal

principles and made them known to the

world—"that all men are born free and

equal and have a right to life, liberty and

the pursuit of happiness." The founders

of the French Republic, about the same

time, made a declaration almost verba-

tim. It is the violation of the natural

rights of man that has deluged the earth

with blood in all ages. These principles

were enunciated also by Joseph Smith,

he believed in them, so do we, in the

right to think, in the right to speak,

in the right to act, in the right to do

all things that are right and good and

proper, but not in the right to interfere

with any other man's rights, any other

man's religion, any other man's princi-

ples. These are our views. God has

planted them in our bosom, they will re-

main there eternally, for they are prin-

ciples that dwell in the bosom of God.

He is not circumscribed or sectarian in

his views, "he causes his sun to shine

on the evil and the good, and sends his

rain on the just and unjust." We cer-

tainly are not indebted for these princi-

ples to those who come among us here,

but God has implanted them in our bo-

soms, and they will grow there and take

root and spread and prevail, and the

worst wish we have to the human fam-

ily is that the principles enunciated in

our Constitution may reverberate over

the wide earth, and spread from shore to

shore until all mankind shall be free.

These are the things that we are

struggling for, these are the things

for which we stand condemned at the

present day, by the would-be republicans

and democracy of this corrupt genera-

tion with which we are associated. Nev-

ertheless, we have clung to them and

shall cling to them. Do any men come

among us with religions that we consider

false? All right, let them worship as

they please. Let them rant and roar and


