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ple shall build up a house unto me in the

name of the Lord, and do not suffer any

unclean thing to come into it, that it be

not defiled, my glory shall rest upon it;

Yea, my presence shall be there, for I will

come into it, and all the pure in heart

that shall come into it shall see God. But

if it be defiled I will not come into it, and

my glory shall not be there; for I will not

come into unholy temples, etc."

I have read these sayings, in order

that the Latter-day Saints may perceive

that God is willing that you and I and the

least of those that are called Latter-day

Saints, if they will purify themselves be-

fore him and call upon his name, keep

his commandments, obey his institu-

tions, comply with the order of his house,

regulating their lives and conduct by ev-

ery word that proceeds forth out of his

mouth—may rend the veil, and be per-

mitted to gaze upon the face of our Re-

deemer and Creator. This was the privi-

lege of the Saints of God in times of old.

Paul in addressing the Saints who lived

in his day writes thus:

"Ye are come unto Mount Zion, unto

the city of the living God, to the heav-

enly Jerusalem, to an innumerable com-

pany of angels, unto God the judge of

all, and Jesus the Mediator of the New

Covenant."

What high privileges and great bless-

ings were conferred upon those former-

day Saints! They had been enabled by

their faith to come up before God and

claim, not only those common spiritual

gifts that are imparted to the church

for the mutual edification of its mem-

bers, but they were also permitted to

rise still higher, by virtue of their faith,

and gaze upon the heavenly Jerusalem,

to come unto mount Zion, to the city

of the living God. They could behold

the face of God, the face of the Lord

Jesus Christ, and the faces of an in-

numerable company of angels—the

Church of the Firstborn, and mingle

themselves, as it were, in their society.

All these things were obtained through

obedience to the laws and institutions

that God had made manifest in the midst

of his house.

When the Lord commanded this peo-

ple to build a house in the land of Kirt-

land, in the early rise of this church, he

gave them the pattern by vision from

heaven, and commanded them to build

that house according to that pattern and

order; to have the architecture, not in

accordance with architecture devised by

men, but to have everything constructed

in that house according to the heavenly

pattern that he by his voice had inspired

to his servants. When this was complied

with did the Lord accept that house?

Yes! They having complied with the or-

der and built the house according to the

pattern, the Lord condescended to grace

that house with his presence. In that

house the veil was taken away from the

eyes of many of the servants of God and

they beheld his glory. In that house the

Lord Jesus Christ was seen by some of

the Elders of the Church in heavenly vi-

sion standing upon the threshold of the

pulpit, proclaiming himself to be Alpha

and Omega, the first and the last, the

Great I Am, &c. And he gave keys of

instruction and counsel and authority to

his servants, declaring unto them that

he accepted that house at their hands,

and inasmuch as they had been faith-

ful in the performance of their duty in

building a temple to his name, he blessed

them therein. He also proclaimed unto

them that from that house his servants

should go forth armed with the power of

his priesthood, and proclaim the Gospel

among the various nations, and that

many people should come from the ut-

termost parts of the earth and praise the


