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Saints as I travel through the Territory

and I see quite a large percentage of

people who, I know, never in their lives

owned a house, a foot of land, a horse, a

wagon, a carriage, an ox, a cow, a sheep,

or even a fowl. But gather them here,

make them comfortable and put them in

happy circumstances and they often for-

get their God, their covenants and their

benefactors. I do not know of anyone,

excepting the unpardonable sin, that is

greater than the sin of ingratitude; and

I do think that many of this people are

guilty of it. I will say, however, that if

there be those in this congregation who

have held out to the poor Saints any

prospects of helping them to gather, keep

your word with them.

A very serious question frequently

arises in my mind with regard to the

character of men and women. It is this;

"Are our characters our own?" We may

say "yes, we form these characters." Sup-

pose that we are fortunate enough to

form a good, honest character in the

minds and in the faith of those who

are acquainted with us, do not those

characters belong to our neighbors, al-

though we may be the framers of them?

And I would like to ask: Have we the

right to destroy them? It is a seri-

ous question with me. If we have con-

fidence in each other, and our conduct

has been such that we have created

confidence in the feelings of our neigh-

bors towards us, have we a right to de-

stroy that confidence? Is it not sacri-

lege? I will simply reply by giving my

views with regard to myself. Accord-

ing to the knowledge which I possess

it is a great deal easier for an individ-

ual to preserve a good character than to

frame and make one if it is lost. It is

much easier to keep a fort when it is

well armed and defended than to give it

into the hands of the enemy and then

regain it. Consequently we had better

keep our characters, if they are good,

than to suffer the enemy to rob us of

them.

Now, to the Latter-day Saints, I will

say that when you received the Gospel

in foreign lands you received no more,

in comparison, than a child receives at

school when he learns his first lesson.

If he masters the alphabet he thinks he

is progressing finely. If the Saints re-

ceive the alphabet abroad they are do-

ing well. When they come here they have

more to learn. The school we are in will

never cease; the lessons we have to learn

will never be less than those which we

have received: they will never end; con-

sequently it is important that we school

and train ourselves until we are in sub-

jection to the mind and will of heaven.

In passing through the world I see

that the most of parents are very anx-

ious to govern and control their children.

As far as my observations have gone I

have seen more parents who were un-

able to control themselves than I ever

saw who were unable to control their

children. If a mother wishes to control

her child, in the first place let her learn

to control herself, then she may be suc-

cessful in bringing the child into perfect

subjection to her will. But if she does

not control herself how can she expect

a child—an infant in understanding—

to be more wise, prudent and better

than one of grown age and matured? I

think it would be asking too much. If

we will school ourselves and bring our

own tempers and dispositions into sub-

jection we shall then have influence to

do good, over the minds of our acquain-

tances; but if we do not control ourselves

how can we have influence over others?

You let two men meet, for instance, say

two neighbors, between whom there is

a difficulty, and one is full of anger and


