
wrath and he is ready to settle the matter 
on the spot; but the other one, calm and 
quiet in feeling, says: “Neighbor, stop a 
moment, let us look at and reason on this 
subject; I perceive that you are angry this 
morning, you are not in a good temper, 
and are not in a situation now to consider 
this matter justly. Wait a few moments 
and see if this evil influence will depart 
from you. We will then endeavor to revise 
this matter thoroughly and learn who is 
to blame.” Now the one who is calm and 
full of judgment, discretion and patience 
pretty soon overcomes the opposite influ-
ence. Which of the two has the mastery? 
The one who is angry or the one who is 
full of patience? Why, the one who is an-
gry at once submits in his own feelings to 
his superior. Who is the superior? The one 
who has possessed his soul. If we take this 
course we will gain influence.

But we do know, the Christian knows, 
the heathen knows, and the whole world 
of mankind knows, and it is acknowl-
edged by all, that confidence is lost; the 
members of the human family have not 
confidence in each other, as nations, indi-
viduals, kings, potentates, statesmen, or as 
officers of governments; and I am sorry to 
say that people have not confidence in each 
other as Christians. Confidence is lost. The 
work in which you and I have enlisted is 
to restore confidence in the minds of the 
people; and when I hear of circumstances 
transpiring in which brethren forfeit their 
word I regard it as a blot upon the char-
acter of this people. We should keep our 
word with each other. And if we have 
difficulty of misunderstanding with each 
other, talk it over, canvass the subject 
thoroughly, seriously and discreetly, and  
we shall find that all difficulties will be 
remedied in this way easier than any

other; and we shall also find that nearly 
every difficulty that arises in the midst of 
the inhabitants of the earth, is through 
misunderstanding; and if a wrong in in-
tent and design really exists, if the matter 
is canvassed over in the manner I have ad-
vised, the wrongdoer is generally willing to 
come to terms.

This restoration of confidence devolves 
upon us, then let us do what we can in 
our humble sphere to do so among our-
selves in the first place, and by and by it 
will reach to others. I am happy to say that 
those who are not of us have a great deal 
more confidence in us, in many respects, 
I mean as businessmen and traders, than 
in any other community on this conti-
nent; and I do not believe that there is a 
community in the whole of Christendom, 
the members of which pay their debts as 
well as the Latter-day Saints. But they are 
not up to the mark, and are defaulters in 
many respects; yet they may not be nearly 
so much to blame as outward appearances 
seem to indicate, for there are so many 
men who will deal on prospect, really be-
lieving that their business matters are so 
propitious and promising that they will 
be able to make both ends meet and ac-
complish all their designs. Such persons 
have more confidence in themselves and 
in future fortune than they should have; 
and through this the Latter-day Saints of-
tentimes fail in their business transactions 
and engagements with one another. How 
desirable it is that we should be prompt 
with each other in every respect! Failure in 
this is often the source of ill feeling and of 
a bad reputation. How often I have heard 
the saying, from my youth up, “There is 
a bad neighbor,” or “such a one is a bad 
neighbor!” But in most of such cases which 
have come under my notice, I have learned  
that the “bad neighbor,” wants that re-
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