DEBTS, ETC.

turned which others have borrowed, and
at the time they have promised; and if
they were not prompt and true to their
word he speaks uncomfortable words and
gets angry. And, as a general thing, I have
found that “bad neighbors” in a country
are, in nearly every case, men who are very
prompt, and because others are not so, dif-
ficulties arise; for instance, Mr. A. goes to
Mr. B. and says, “Can I borrow your hoe,
plow or wagon of you today?” Says Mr.
B., “Yes sir, you can have it, if you will
return it in the evening, for I shall want
it early tomorrow morning.” But tomor-
row morning comes and the plow is not
brought home, and here stands the team
and the hired man and boy waiting for
it, and thus anger is created. These little
bars should be put up. It is hard for us to
enjoy that spirit of peace that we should
enjoy unless we are very prompt in our
dealings with each other. We sometimes
say to the brethren, “We do not see nor
understand how in the world you can en-
joy your religion unless you have a good
fence around your garden; you have a fine
garden with good vegetables and fruits
growing, but no fence around it.” “Well,
it is the law here for people to take care of
their cattle.” “Yes, but they don’t do it.” In
this garden there may be a patch of beans
coming on finely, or some young fruit
trees growing thriftily. The owner of the
garden gets down on his knees for morn-
ing prayer, and presently he hears a rush
round the house. “What is the matter?”
“Why cattle are in the garden.” I think he
cannot pray much. It destroys the spirit of
prayer and takes peace from him. But let
him put a good fence around his garden,
orchard or field and he can kneel down
and pray in peace, and ask his heavenly
Father for the blessings he wants, and not
be interrupted, and the devil is fenced out.
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Well, in all these things guard against
temptation, against this loose life, and be
prompt in everything, and especially to pay
your debts.

The Perpetual Emigrating Fund is not
doing anything this season.

But it is painful to hear the cries, wishes,
wants and importunities of the poor Saints.
If we will do right we shall have abundance
to gather the poor. They must all have a
chance, although many of them forsake
their God, deny their Savior, forsake their
brethren and turn away and become trai-
tors, yet they must have their chance.
Gather them, give them all the chance pos-
sible for life and salvation, and if they re-
ceive it right, blessed are they; if they reject
it, their blood be upon their own garments.

I want to say a few words with regard to
our religion, our spiritual faith and belief,
to my friends who are here. I am accosted
frequently with the expression, “I think
you have done wonders here, but I do not
believe anything of your religion.” Now,
you certainly do. There is not an infidel in
the world but who believes in our religion
more or less; and the same is true of the
heathen and also of professing Christians
and their ministers; but they do not know
how to define it. They believe in a God,
but they do not know how to define that
God. If they turn to the Bible and read, it
will tell what God is; it will describe the
character and form of the very God that
the Christians serve. He has a body, parts
and passions; he has feelings, sensibility,
principle, attributes, and powers and this
Bible proves it definitely to every person
who really believes the Bible is true.

Do the Christian world believe in
the Son of God—the Savior of the
world? They say they do, and we cer-
tainly do; and we also believe that
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