NO TIME TO DO WRONG, ETC.

advantage of him, there is no time to
waste and fritter away in foolishly dec-
orating our bodies, or to acquire means
to devote to that which will grieve the
Spirit of the Lord and disqualify us to re-
ceive solid blessings from his hands. The
Latter-day Saints have no time to drink
whiskey, or to waste in following the silly
fashions of the world. There is too much
to do and too many labors for us to per-
form to have time for anything of this
nature. Yet how often do we see those
who profess to be Later-day Saints—who
should be the servants and handmaids of
God—those who have received the holy
priesthood, turning away from the path
of rectitude and following after the fool-
ish fashions, frivolities and vices of a cor-
rupt and depraved world? I am sorry
to say that this is seen too often! But
if there was only a single instance of it
among all the Latter-day Saints it would
be too often, for, as I have already said,
we have no time for anything of the kind.
The world is before us, wherein are mil-
lions of our fellow beings in darkness,
who have never had the privilege of hear-
ing the truth. We are chosen to be min-
isters of the Gospel unto them. Ev-
ery man and woman who professes to
be a believer in the Gospel revealed in
this last dispensation should live so that
their light may shine; their character
should be such that no one on earth could
take exceptions from it. They should
live pure, holy, virtuous lives before God.
Their acts should speak louder than it
is possible to speak with words, their
conduct should evince the truth and sin-
cerity of their professions. But when
people come into our midst what differ-
ence do they see between the conduct
of many calling themselves Latter-day
Saints, and that of the world at large?
Not any. Says the stranger, "I do not

283

see but you 'Mormons' are about the
same as other people. You can smoke
cigars, frequent whiskey and billiard sa-
loons, or perchance gambling places (if
any), and take the name of God in vain,
the same as anybody else." And I have
been told that if you go into these places
you will be almost sure to find there
some who are called "Mormons;" young
men, and old, sons of the prophets, if
you please, and that this practice is
increasing in Salt Lake City—the cen-
tral city of Zion where dwell the priest-
hood and the authority delegated by
heaven for preaching the Gospel and ad-
ministering the ordinances thereof, for
the salvation of the children of men.
What difference, then, can they see be-
tween these and other folks? For it
is this class that they do see, and yet
many that are falling into these dis-
reputable habits are men who hold the
priesthood—Elders in Israel and their
sons; and perhaps strangers who come
here have seen and heard some of them
preaching the Gospel abroad, and when
they come here they find them spending
their time and means in whiskey and bil-
liards, and in other foolish and wicked
ways—indeed every way but the right
way. What do such habits speak for men
who indulge in them? Shame and dis-
grace. I want to tell my brethren and
the strangers before me today that we
have no fellowship for any such men,
no matter who they are. They may call
themselves Latter-day Saints, and you
may have seen them abroad preaching
the Gospel; but when you find them in-
dulging in the course I have indicated
they have fallen, dishonored their call-
ing, disgraced themselves; they are no
longer Latter-day Saints, but apostates,
and we have no fellowship with them,
for they are unworthy of the Redeemer's
cause. That cause has for its object
the reclaiming of the world from sin;



