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not see. He takes all things into consid-

eration. He does not judge partially as

we are liable to do. When He places a

man in the balance He weighs him righ-

teously, but when we judge a man we

are apt to judge unrighteously, because

we are not omniscient. But what ne-

cessity is there for a healthy person to

take intoxicating liquor? Does it ever do

him any good? No, never. But does it

never do any good to use liquor? I do

not say that. When it is used for wash-

ing the body according to the revelations

God has given, and when absolutely nec-

essary if used with wisdom for sickness,

it may do good, but when it is used to

the extent that it destroys reason and

judgment it is never used with impunity.

All who thus use it then violate an im-

mutable law, the penalty of which must

inevitably follow the transgressor. It is

against this practice that I am speaking.

If there be any guilty of it here this af-

ternoon, and I have no doubt there are, I

wish them to take warning.

Is intemperance the only evil that

is making an inroad among the Latter-

day Saints? No, I will tell you another.

When coming up here to meeting I no-

ticed in the neighborhood of forty boys

between my house and this Tabernacle

who were sitting in the shade, on the

road sides, lounging in groups—hanging

around the corners. Who are they? They

are boys who have been born in the val-

leys and their parents claim to be Latter-

day Saints. I asked myself, "What is

the character of the fathers and moth-

ers of these boys?" And I came to the

conclusion that they are hypocrites or

apostates, and I can come to no other.

Why? If they practiced what they pro-

fessed to believe they would teach their

sons correct principles, and their reli-

gious duties—to attend meeting on the

Sabbath and use their time in a prof-

itable and Christian-like manner, in-

stead of turning them out to contract

habits which will ruin them and make

them infidels. Now the parents of these

boys have either apostatized and do not

care enough about their children to teach

them correct principles; or, while pro-

fessing to be Latter-day Saints, by their

acts regard the salvation of the gospel

as worthless and therefore they are hyp-

ocrites and need to repent in either case.

I would advise my brethren, and I

take the advice to myself, to look after

their sons as well as their daughters,

and see where they are on the Sabbath;

see that they do not go a fishing, riding

or hunting, or waste their time in idle-

ness, contracting pernicious and injuri-

ous habits—habits that will lead them to

destruction, so that when we are called

upon to answer for the time and talents

God has given us we may not be found

wanting; and when it is asked, "Did you

train your children in the nurture and

admonition of the Lord?" "Did you set an

example worthy of imitation, that their

blood may not be on your skirts?" and

you can answer, "Yes Lord, I did all in

my power to teach my children and to

rear them in the nurture and admoni-

tion of the Lord. I did all in my power

to make men and women of them who

would honor the name of God." If this

course be taken by parents very few chil-

dren will be uncontrollable; or come to

the terrible end that awaits them if par-

ents neglect them and show by their

course that they had as lief they would

go to the devil as not.

I can see where this is tend-

ing. It is to unbelief, immorality

and abominations of every kind; and

I am sorry to see that it is increas-

ing rather than diminishing among us.

I preached about this a few months


