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ago, and I will keep the subject before

the brethren and sisters, if enabled by

the good Spirit, until they will prize their

children enough to look after them, and

to know where they are and what they

are doing, and that the company they

keep is such as they ought to keep, and

that they attend to their duties, for they

have duties to attend to as well as you

and I have. If we, as parents, controlled

our children as well as many parents in

the sectarian world do theirs, they would

not only be taught to regard the Sabbath

day as holy, and thereby keep the com-

mandment of God, but they would come

to meeting and listen to the instructions

given, store their minds with knowledge

and an understanding of the truth, in-

stead of going in gangs about the streets,

using obscene language, throwing rocks

at and scuffling with each other, going

riding, walking, fishing, hunting, &c., on

the Sabbath day, and taking a course

which will lead to confirmed idleness,

drunkenness, profanity, and even blas-

phemy and every abomination, for the

devil will "find mischief for idle hands to

do," just as sure as you are born, espe-

cially among the children.

Now, my brethren and sisters, will

you try to take care of your children, and

look after them on the Sabbath day, see

where they are, bring them to meeting

and teach them something they do not

know? I recollect, when on my mission

in England, I visited a number of my rel-

atives there. They were what we call

sectarian; they did not believe the true

Gospel; they did not believe that God

could or would speak from the heavens

in this dispensation, nor that an angel

had visited the earth in this day, nor that

the Gospel had been restored in its an-

cient purity and perfection, nor that the

priesthood was restored again, and that

men were legitimately authorized to of-

ficiate in the ordinances of the house of

God for the salvation of mankind. But

what a great contrast there was between

the way they trained their children and

the way some of us train ours! They

made no pretensions to new revelation or

to special acceptance with God, but when

the Sabbath day came their children

were called in, and if they did not go to

meeting, they were taught to take a book

and read, and the parents sat down and

taught them, and they read by turns and

explained passages of Scripture and his-

tory, and they talked to and instructed

one another, and thus they spent the day,

and when evening came the children had

learned something, their minds were im-

proved, and they were better than when

the day began. The course I am denounc-

ing is not general, but there is far too

much of it. If we turn out our children on

the Sabbath for a holiday, careless where

they are or what they are doing, God will

not hold us guiltless. Children are sub-

ject to their parents, and the parents are

responsible for the conduct of their chil-

dren until they arrive at years of matu-

rity.

Look after your children, brethren

and sisters, and when winter comes, in

two or three months from now, see there

are not five or six hundred children skat-

ing and sliding in the streets on the Sab-

bath. It was so last winter. This is not

the way for Latter-day Saints to train

their children; it is not living our reli-

gion, and herein we come under condem-

nation before God, and it is where men

and women point the finger of scorn at

us. They say, "Here are men and women

who profess to have received revelation

from God, and they are letting their chil-

dren go to the devil as fast as they can,

and care nothing about them."


