NO TIME TO DO WRONG, ETC.

Says one, “These are truths, but they
should not be told in public.” If my breth-
ren did not want to hear such things from
me they would not call me up to speak.
But they do; that is to say, when a man
will get up and teach the people the truth,
warn them of their follies and of the evil
consequences thereof, they rejoice in it, be-
cause it is good, it is that which we need.
We do not want to be palavered and soft-
soaped; we do not want anybody to get
up here and tell us how good we are, for
the Lord looks at us as we are, and he will
judge us according to our works. I want
to quote to you a passage of Scripture,
the words of Jesus. Said he, “Except your
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, you can in no
wise enter the kingdom of heaven.” This
passage applies right home to us; and un-
less our righteousness exceeds the righ-
teousness of the Scribes and Pharisees of
the day in which we live, we will come
short of the kingdom of heaven as sure as
we live. We cannot expect anything better
than what we see from men and women
who profess to be Latter-day Saints, who
will run after the follies and fashions of
the world, and give up everything in the
shape of honesty and integrity for the sake
of accumulating wealth. If men and wom-
en will do this, I do not wonder at their
children going at random on the Sabbath
day. I am not surprised to hear them curse
and swear and profane the name of God.
If men and women will run after the fol-
lies and fashions of the world—if women
will paint and bedizen themselves to attract
the gaze of men, they have not the spirit of
the Gospel; God is not with them, truth
will not abide with them; they will go to
hell and be damned unless they repent.
You daughters of Israel, born of parents
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as true to the Gospel as men and women
can be on the earth, who are dressing and
painting to show yourselves, wasting your
time and spending your fathers’ means cor-
ruptly and wickedly in the sight of God,
he will send a curse on you if you do not
desist. I say it in the name of Jesus Christ.
I say the same to mothers who encourage
their daughters in this kind of conduct,
for the responsibility rests more with them
than their daughters. They should not al-
low it. Says one, “I cannot help it.” But I
would help it. If a daughter of mine per-
sisted in such a course, I would put a stop
to it, or I would cut the tie between us and
she should go her own road. She should
not take my name, with my sanction, be-
fore the world in that course, nor would
I be less careful of a son. “But,” says one,
“they will do it anyhow.” If so, let the re-
sponsibility be on their own heads and not
on the parents’. Let us do our duty to our
children, train them in the way they should
go, give them the benefit of our experience,
teach them true principles and do all we
can for them, and when they reach years
of maturity, if they walk in evil ways, we
may mourn and bewail their follies, but we
shall be guiltless before God so far as they
are concerned.

Teach your children so that they may
grow up knowing what “Mormonism” is,
and then if they do not like it, let them
take what they can find. Let us, at least, dis-
charge our duty to them by teaching them
what it is. The Catholics, Methodists,
Presbyterians and all the sectarian world
do it, and why should not we? Can you
find a Catholic that will send his children
to a Protestant school, or a Protestant
who will send his to a Catholic school;
they, each, send their children to their
own schools, and they take all the pains
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