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and use all the means in their power to

rear their children in their own faith, be-

ing convinced that is the proper course

for them to pursue. It is right that they

should do so. But some Latter-day Saints

are so liberal and unsuspecting that they

would just as soon send their children to

Mr. Pierce down here as to anybody else.

I would not do it. However good a man

Mr. Pierce may be, he should not teach

one of my children as long as I had wis-

dom and intelligence to teach him my-

self, or could find a man of my own faith

to do it for me. This is true doctrine,

and no man can take any exceptions to

it. I am talking to Latter-day Saints, you

who have covenanted to keep the com-

mandments of God, professed to receive

the Gospel and entered into the Kingdom

of God, by baptism; and I have a right

to talk to you, we have a right to talk

to each other and admonish each other

when there is wrong, and we will do it.

Then look after the children, and our

own morals and conduct, so that we may

be as a light set on a hill and not un-

der a bushel; that we may be the salt

of the earth, that has not lost its sa-

vor and is good for nothing. If I were

once to be seen in a brothel, gambling

hell, billiard saloon, or in any disrep-

utable place, would I have the boldness

to stand in the position I occupy to-

day? No I would not. Would I have

the courage if called, to go and preach

the Gospel abroad? No. I would be

ashamed to do it, at least until I had

made some recompense and restitution

for the wrong I had done, and had satis-

fied God, my brethren and my conscience

by renewing my covenants. Suppose

that some of you Elders who have fre-

quented these whiskey and billiard sa-

loons on Main Street, should be called

on missions, and when you go you meet

with people who have seen you there!

They would be very likely to point the

finger and say, "I saw you in a whiskey

shop, billiard saloon," or in some dis-

reputable place, "and now you come to

preach the Gospel and set yourselves up

as a light unto the world!" That is what

many of the so-called Christian minis-

ters of the day are doing all the time, and

that is what has brought their Christian-

ity into such disrepute. Ministers may

take that course, but what of their Chris-

tianity? Nothing; it is all humbug and

"bosh," and the people know it, and the

time has come when a man has to be

judged by his works, even by his fellow

beings. If a man does not bring forth

fruits worthy of the profession he makes,

do not believe in him nor walk after him;

but when you see a man that brings forth

good fruit you may know that he derives

it from a good fountain that can be relied

on.

This is as the Latter-day Saints

should live, and when we take into con-

sideration the great labor before us, the

frailties and weakness of human nature

that we have to overcome, and the obsta-

cles in the path to the accomplishment of

God's work, we have no time to waste in

drunkenness, idleness, or in following af-

ter the follies and fashions of the world.

Our whole time should be occupied in

that which is profitable to ourselves and

our fellowbeings. May the Lord help us

to be faithful in living the religion of Je-

sus Christ, is my prayer. Amen.


