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THE RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL—ITS FIRST PRINCIPLES—
ACCUMULATING EVIDENCES OF THE TRUTH OF
THE BOOK OF MORMON
DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON PRATT, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

SALT LAKE CITY, NOVEMBER 27, 1870
Reported by David W. Evans

We have assembled ourselves together
this afternoon to partake of bread, and also
the contents of the cup, to witness before
the heavens that we remember the cruci-
fixion, death and sufferings of our Savior;
that we are willing to keep his command-
ments and determined to be his followers
and obey him to the end of our lives. We
have also assembled to speak and to listen
concerning those things that pertain to our
peace and welfare, not only in this world,
but in that which is to come.

We, as a people, called Latter-day Saints,
are a very peculiar people, not only in the
eyes of one another, but in the eyes of the
world and also in the eyes of God and all
the heavenly host. We are a peculiar people
in some respects—namely, we believe that
God has spoken and sent an angel from the
heavens, as we heard this forenoon, and,
by new revelation, has established his king-
dom or Church upon the earth, according
to the predictions of the ancient prophets.
In this respect we are very peculiar.

We are also peculiar in another re-
spect. Instead of remaining where
we embraced this Gospel among the
various nations, we have left our na-
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tive lands and have emigrated to the inte-
rior of North America, and have founded
settlements in the Rocky Mountains under
the most unfavorable circumstances. In
this respect, again, we are peculiar.

There is another respect wherein this
people are very peculiar. We not only be-
lieve in the Jewish Bible—the Old and
New Testament—but we also believe in
the ancient American Bible, called the
Book of Mormon; which no other people
do believe in, and hence, on this latter
point, we are regarded as very peculiar.

We might point out a great many pe-
culiarities relating to this people; but I do
not know that it is necessary to mention all
the differences between this people and the
religious Christian denominations of the
age. I think those already named are suf-
ficient to render us a distinct people from
the rest of mankind. We believe that God
has fulfilled that which was spoken of this
forenoon, that was predicted by the mouth
of the revelator John: that he has sent an
angel from heaven, and by the ministration
of this angel he has revealed the everlasting
Gospel in all its ancient purity and fulness
to be proclaimed to every nation under
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