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heaven. And let me dwell on this sub-
ject a little while—the restoration of the
everlasting Gospel by an angel, for this
is a peculiar doctrine and the Latter-day
Saints are the only people on earth who
believe in it.

Let us now inquire, for a few mo-
ments, in what manner this Gospel was
restored by an angel. Did it come to us
verbally—from his mouth, or was there
a revelation communicated and written
containing this everlasting gospel? We
testify that by the ministration of this
angel, sent from heaven, in fulfillment
of John, an ancient Bible, kept by an-
cient prophets, was brought to light—the
Bible of ancient America. Of course it
has a little different name—we call it the
Book of Mormon. This Bible contains the
everlasting Gospel. But in order to know
whether it does contain this everlasting
Gospel, it may not be amiss for me to
state, in a very few words, what the ev-
erlasting Gospel is.

I would state that the everlasting
Gospel must be the same that was pub-
lished in the Eastern Continent some
eighteen centuries ago, as recorded in
the New Testament. We and our forefa-
thers have had a record of that Gospel
from ancient times unto the present; but
a record is one thing and the power
and authority to administer it is another.
They are entirely distinct, as much so as
the history of a good dinner enjoyed in
ancient days is distinct from the partak-
ing of that dinner in our day. The his-
tory of such an event will not satisfy a
man's hunger, any more than the mere
record of what the everlasting Gospel
is will confer the authority to adminis-
ter its ordinances. We may read, when
we are very hungry, about the three
or five thousand eating the loaves and
fishes; but our appetite would still re-
main unsatisfied. It is very good to think
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that somebody else was fed and had their
hunger satisfied; but it does us no good,
so far as satisfying the cravings of our
own appetites is concerned. So with re-
gard to the New Testament containing
the everlasting Gospel. None could em-
brace that Gospel, from the simple fact
that none were authorized to administer
its ordinances. After the Apostles and
righteous men of ancient days, who held
this authority, were killed off, you might
read the Gospel and relate over to one
another its various principles and ordi-
nances, but you could not embrace them.

That everlasting Gospel required a
man to be baptized for the remission of
his sins. That is very important; and ev-
erybody who believes in God, and in Je-
sus Christ will acknowledge that the sins
of men and women should be forgiven.
God ordained in the everlasting Gospel
that his creatures should be baptized for
the remission of their sins; but how could
I or any other person be baptized for
the remission of sins if no man on the
earth had the authority to administer
the ordinance of baptism? Would God
forgive my sins through my faith and re-
pentance, without being legally baptized
in water? Is there any promise in this
everlasting Gospel that we can receive
forgiveness of sins unless we connect
with our faith, baptism by immersion in
water? No, the everlasting Gospel, as
preached in ancient times, contained no
such promise. Read the record of it in the
second chapter of the Acts of the Apos-
tles, where it was first promulgated af-
ter the commission was given to the an-
cient apostles to preach the Gospel to
every creature. They were commanded
to tarry in the city of Jerusalem un-
til they received power to preach that
Gospel and administer its ordinances
to the people. They did so, and on



