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generally come through some act re-

quired of the creature. When the man

with the withered hand was healed, the

Lord did not say I command you to be

healed, without any act on his part; but

he commanded him to stretch forth his

hand. That, apparently, was an impos-

sibility, for his arm was withered, pow-

erless; and he might have thought that

it was impossible for him to perform

the act required of him. But an exer-

cise of faith was required on the part

of that man—something connected with

the mental faculties, by which the bless-

ing of healing might be secured.

So it is in regard to the blessing of the

remission of sins. God, in order to prove

that we have faith, requires us to be bap-

tized for the remission of our sins. If we

do this he stands ready to impart forgive-

ness to us. So in regard to the baptism of

the Holy Ghost. He is willing to grant

this spirit to those who are willing to be

obedient; but if they are unwilling to re-

ceive this simple act of the laying on of

hands, considering it nonessential, God

will not be willing to pour out his spirit;

if they will not obey so simple an ordi-

nance he will withhold his spirit. This,

then, was the everlasting Gospel, so far

as its first principles are concerned, as

preached in ancient days.

Now, then, let us consider this

Gospel, so far as the power of it is con-

cerned. We have shown you how to

obtain the remission of sins and the

gift of the Holy Ghost. Now, what

are the powers of this Holy Ghost, as

promised to the believer? For we have

seen that the promise is not a lim-

ited one. When the apostle made the

promise on the Day of Pentecost he said,

"the promise is to you,"—a large mul-

titude; and it is not only to you, but

"to your children," meaning the then ris-

ing generation; and not only to "you and

your children" but "to all afar off"—

meaning the distant nations of the earth,

and to all that "the Lord our God

shall call," every human creature on the

face of the earth that has the Gospel

preached to him has the promise of the

Holy Ghost, if he or she will yield obedi-

ence.

Now what are the powers of the Holy

Ghost? What are its gifts and blessings?

How are we to know when we receive the

Holy Ghost? I will mention the Scrip-

tural account of the blessings and gifts

that pertain to the Holy Spirit. You read

the 12th chapter of 1st Corinthians and

you will have a description of the vari-

ous powers and gifts of the Holy Ghost.

We there learn that God gave to every

man, that is, every man in the Church,

the demonstration of the Holy Spirit to

profit withal. Says Paul, "We are all bap-

tized into the same body by the same

spirit." That is, they were not baptized

into half a dozen or a hundred differ-

ent bodies, or denominations of people,

called Christians; but they were all bap-

tized into the same body by the same

spirit, and all made partakers of the gifts

of that spirit, enjoying the blessings and

powers of the same. The members con-

stituting the body of Christ are diversi-

fied: and being filled with the Holy Ghost

it operates in various ways. "To one,"

says Paul, "is given through the spirit

the word of wisdom; to another is given

by the same spirit, the word of knowl-

edge; to another is given faith by the

same spirit; to another the gift of heal-

ing; to another the working of miracles;

to another prophecy, to another the dis-

cerning of spirits, to another divers kinds

of tongues, and to another the interpre-

tation of tongues; but all these work af-

ter the one and the selfsame spirit, sev-

erally as he will."

Here then we see what it is that


