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Besides being designed to bring the

Saints to this state of perfection these

gifts were also intended to prevent the

Church from being carried about by ev-

ery wind of doctrine by the sleight of men

and their cunning craftiness whereby

they lie in wait to deceive. You take

a people who have not these gifts, and

you will see them carried about by ev-

ery wind of doctrine. One leaning to the

Methodist, another after the Baptists,

another after the Presbyterians, and an-

other after this sect and another after

that. They have not the gifts necessary

to keep them in the unity of the faith;

and not being kept in the unity of the

faith, not having the power to call upon

God and receive revelations from him to

guide and direct them in regard to doc-

trine and principle, they are overcome

by the power and persuasion of the chil-

dren of men, by their sleight and cun-

ning craftiness until they are overpow-

ered and dragged away, as it were, into

every species of wild enthusiasm, the

doctrines of men. So much for the Gospel

as taught by holy and inspired men in

former days. Now for another part of my

subject.

I told you that God had revealed

an ancient Bible—the Bible of ancient

America, by the ministration of an an-

gel, sent forth from heaven. What

does it contain? A record of this

same Gospel that I have already named.

"But," says one, "we have a record of

that already, in the New Testament:

what is the use of another record of

it?" In answering that question, I will

ask another. When Matthew had writ-

ten his Gospel, what was the use of

Mark writing one afterwards; and when

Matthew and Mark had each written

the Gospel what was the use of Luke

writing it; and when these three had

written it what was the use of John

the Revelator writing another record

of it? And so we might go on and say,

after Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

had written, why should God reveal to

us another Bible containing the same

Gospel? I will tell you—It is because

God intends to give just as many wit-

nesses to the children of men as seems

him good. If we have the testimony and

witness of the Jewish nation on the east-

ern continent to that everlasting Gospel,

is it not reasonable that God should also

give us the testimony of the inhabitants

who formerly lived on the great western

world. Let us reason together on this

subject. The infidel says, "Why was the

Lord so narrow in his feelings that he

confined his operations to that little spot

of ground called Palestine? Why didn't

he reveal his will, requirements and laws

to other nations?" This is one of the argu-

ments of the infidel, and it is very good

so far as it goes. The infidel sometimes

happens to hit upon some truth. I would

say the same. God had a people here

in ancient America, there is no mistake

about this, and all who want to know for

certain in regard to this Continent be-

ing settled, just read the history of its

antiquities—read the works of Stevens

and Catherwood andmany others, on the

great and mighty ancient cities whose

ruins are seen on various parts of this

Continent, especially in Central America

and the northern part of South America.

Ruins, too, that not only speak of a for-

mer civilization of the inhabitants who

dwelt there, but which show that they

were a people who understood the arts—

understood building magnificent cities,

temples and great palaces. They were

a very different people from the present

aboriginal inhabitants of the Continent.

Now if God had a people living

on this Continent ages and ages ago,

would it not be reasonable that he


