
THE RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL, ETC. 297

stone in two. It was oval, or elliptical in

form. They separated it where it was ce-

mented together, and in the inside they

found another kind of stone on which

was engraven the Ten Commandments

in the ancient Hebrew. This stone was

immediately sent to Cincinnati, where

many learned men saw it and they de-

clared the inscriptions were in ancient

Hebrew, and translated the Ten Com-

mandments. The stone was nearly seven

inches long, nearly three inches wide,

and almost two in thickness. On one side

of it there was a depression, and in this

depression was a raised profile, the like-

ness of a man clothed with a robe—that

is, carved out of the stone, with his left

side partly facing the beholder, and the

robe and girdle upon his left shoulder; he

had also a turban on. Over his head was

written in Hebrew, Moshe, which is the

Hebrew name for Moses. They therefore

represented this person, thus carved out,

as Moses. Around about him, that is on

the various sides of the stone, were writ-

ten the Ten Commandments in ancient

Hebrew.

Now what does this prove? It proves

that the inhabitants of this country

were acquainted with the revelations of

heaven—those given to Moses; and if

they understood these would they not

naturally look forward to the coming of

the Messiah? Would they not look for

the Lord to raise up such a being, which

their law indicated by types? And when

that being came is it to be supposed that

he would leave the inhabitants of Amer-

ica ignorant concerning that event? By

no means. He would not forget them.

And this record—the Book of Mormon,

gives us an account of that very people.

Let me here state that I have seen

this stone; with my own eyes I have

seen the Hebrew engravings upon it;

and though many of the characters

were altered in shape from the present

Hebrew, yet I had sufficient knowledge

of them to understand and know how to

translate the inscription. This stone was

sent to the New York Ethnological Soci-

ety, and while there, by the politeness of

the Secretary of the Society, I had the

pleasure of seeing it. Another mound

was opened in the same county, in Ohio,

and out of it were taken stones with

other Hebrew inscriptions; and in 1860

and 1865 there were several of these an-

tiquities exhumed with Hebrew charac-

ters on, and one with characters that

were not Hebrew, and which the learned

could not translate, showing that the

people of this continent not only under-

stood the Hebrew, but some other kind

of an alphabet. This book—the Book

of Mormon, informs us that the Lord

brought the colony to this country six

hundred years before Christ, and that

he brought them from Jerusalem. Was

there anything connected with these

ancient characters that would indicate

such a great antiquity? Yes. The Hebrew,

since six hundred years before Christ,

every learned scholar knows, has been

greatly altered in the shape of its char-

acters. It now has square characters,

with vowel points; that is, the form of

the Hebrew characters now is entirely

different in many respects from the an-

cient characters, such as are found on

coins and engravings lately exhumed in

Palestine. Moreover since the period

that colony was brought to America, not

only have the forms of the Hebrew char-

acters been changed, but some fourteen

different new characters have been in-

troduced. Now, the stones taken from

these mounds, on which the Ten Com-

mandments were engraved, had none of

these new characters, which shows that

the inscriptions were of a more ancient

date than the modern Hebrew. Still


