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further. The Hebrew as it now stands,

has a great many of what are termed

final characters that it did not have

six hundred years before Christ. You

do not find these characters on these

stones that were taken out of the Ohio

mounds. All these circumstances prove,

pointedly, the great antiquity of the peo-

ple who formed these mounds and wrote

the characters on these stones.

The Book of Mormon informs us that

they understood the Egyptian as well

as the Hebrew. They kept many of

their records in the Egyptian character

as well as the Hebrew character. That

book also informs us that Jesus, after

he was crucified in Jerusalem, appeared

on this American continent, and com-

manded the people to do away with the

law of Moses which their fathers were

in possession of and kept; and he in-

troduced the everlasting Gospel in their

midst; and he commanded them to write

it on the plates, fromwhich this book was

translated. Thus you see that this is a

record of the everlasting Gospel, as Je-

sus, himself, administered it to the peo-

ple of this continent eighteen hundred

years ago, that is, after his resurrection

from the dead, and after he had finished

his ministry in Jerusalem.

On what part of this continent did

Jesus appear? He appeared in what

is now termed the northern part of

South America, where they had a tem-

ple built, at which place the people

were gathered together, some twenty-

five hundred in number, marveling and

wondering at the great earthquake that

had taken place on this land, which

had destroyed so many cities, &c., and

the great darkness that had overshad-

owed the land, which was a sign given

them by prophecy concerning the cruci-

fixion of Christ. They were marveling

and wondering about it, and while they

were talking over it, nearly a year after

the resurrection of Jesus, they heard a

voice in the heavens, and casting their

eyes heavenward they saw a man de-

scend out of heaven, clothed in a white

robe; and he came down and stood in

the midst of them, and told them he was

Christ, about whom their prophets had

written; and that he had been crucified

for the sins of the world. He then choose

twelve disciples from amongst them, and

administered his Gospel unto them.

Thus you see that when we testify

that God has fulfilled that saying in

the 14th chapter of Revelation, that he

would send an angel having the ever-

lasting Gospel to preach to all people,

nations and tongues on the earth, we

have something tangible, something con-

tained in the form of a revelation; it is

not a mere verbal message by the voice

of an angel, but an entire record, a sa-

cred history of the western world, of one

half of our globe, detailing the wars of

the people of this continent, the same as

the Jewish record contains the history

of the wars and doings of the Jews on

the eastern continent. God has brought

this forth and confirmed it to others by

the ministration of holy angels. Joseph

Smith was not the only one, but there

were three men besides him to whom the

Lord sent his angel, clothed in glory, who

exhibited the plates before their eyes af-

ter they had been translated, and com-

manded them to bear record of it to

all people, nations and tongues. They

have given their testimony in this book.

These witnesses I am well acquainted

with, as well as with Joseph Smith. He

also exhibited the plates to eight other

men. Thus we have twelve witnesses

in all, four of whom saw the angel,

and the others saw the plates and the

engravings thereon and handled them;


