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and their testimony is also recorded in

the book to go to all people, nations and

tongues under the whole heavens.

And having revealed this book, and it

having been translated by the gift and

power of the Holy Ghost—the same gift

and spirit which enabled Joseph Smith

to interpret the language of this record

by the use of the Urim and Thummim;

I say, having done this, the Lord com-

manded his servants to organize his

Church, and in obedience to this com-

mandment they gathered together on

the 6th of April, 1830; and while thus

gathered together the Lord God spake

unto them, and commanded them af-

ter what order his Church and king-

dom should be organized. It was then

organized, and it has continued to re-

ceive acquisitions from that day until

this, and has rolled forth among many

nations and kingdoms; and the people

have been gathered out from those na-

tions here into the midst of these moun-

tains in fulfillment of ancient prophecy.

God Almighty has spoken, he has

given commandment in relation to the

organization of this kingdom. He has

sent his angel and restored the Gospel;

he has given commandment for his ser-

vants to gather out his elect from the

four quarters of the earth unto one

place. He has given commandment to

prepare his people for the great day of

the coming of the Son of God in the

clouds of heaven. And we have gone

forth and labored diligently from that

day to this to establish the kingdom

of our God. We have succeeded, so

far as time will permit, in gathering

up a great people to these mountains.

Here they must become acquainted with

the Lord more fully; here they must be-

come sanctified before the Lord of Hosts;

here they must learn to be more obedient

in keeping the commands and counsels

of God, or he may withhold from them

the sacred blessings and gifts which he

heretofore bestowed so bountifully upon

them. Here the Saints must became ac-

quainted with those celestial laws which

are calculated to exalt them into the

presence of God, and into the fulness of

his glory. Here, you Latter-day Saints

must be prepared to carry out and ful-

fill his purposes in the last days per-

taining to the redemption of the desert,

that joy and thanksgiving may be of-

fered up in all parts of it in fulfillment

of the prophecy of Isaiah, which has of-

ten been sung by the Christian world—

"The Lord shall comfort Zion, he shall

comfort all her waste places, make her

wilderness like Eden, and her desert like

the garden of the Lord. Joy and glad-

ness shall be found therein, thanksgiv-

ing and the voice of melody." You here

see the beginning of the fulfillment of

this ancient prophecy. Isaiah in his 40th

chapter also says, "Zion shall go up into

the high mountains." Zion in the high

mountains! Zion in the midst of the

great American desert is beginning to re-

deem it and make it blossom as the rose,

making it like the garden of Eden, that

joy and thanksgiving and songs of praise

and prayer and gladness may ascend up

from all her habitations and settlements

throughout the length and breadth of

this desert, and thus the prophecies will

be fulfilled. Amen.


