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I take pleasure, this afternoon, in
making a few remarks to the Latter-day
Saints, as well as to any strangers that
may be in our midst. I never designed
to be a preacher; it was only a sense of
positive duty that induced me to occupy
the position as a preacher of the Gospel
for, I may say, nearly thirty-five years an
understanding, given through the reve-
lations of the Lord Jesus Christ, of the
principles that we, the Latter-day Saints
have espoused, has induced me to travel
through the world bearing testimony of
those things which I assuredly do know
pertaining to the Gospel of life and sal-
vation revealed in this our day. The rela-
tion that we sustain to the Lord our God,
and the blessings and privileges to be ac-
quired through the system of life which
we have received, are worthy of our deep-
est consideration; and it is no less neces-
sary that we understand the duties the
performance of which is requisite on our
part, for the attainment of those bless-
ings and privileges, and to keep our-
selves in the path on which we may se-
cure the highest advantages which the
system of religion we have received is, in
its nature, capable of giving.

The relationship which we sustain
to God our Father, as well as to the

world at large, if properly understood
and appreciated, is calculated to wake us
up to the performance of the duties re-
quired of us as Latter-day Saints. We
ought to understand that we have es-
poused a system of religion that is cal-
culated in its nature to increase within
us wisdom and knowledge; that we have
entered upon a path that is progres-
sive, that will increase our spiritual, in-
tellectual and physical advantages, and
everything pertaining to our own hap-
piness and the well-being of the world
at large. We believe that we are the
offspring of our Father in heaven, and
that we possess in our spiritual orga-
nizations the same capabilities, powers
and faculties that our Father possesses,
although in an infantile state, requir-
ing to pass through a certain course or
ordeal by which they will be developed
and improved according to the heed we
give to the principles we have received.
We believe that God is no respecter of
persons, but that he confers blessings
upon all his children in proportion to
the light they have, or in proportion as
they proceed according to the light and
knowledge they possess in the differ-
ent circumstances of life that may sur-
round them. We believe that the spirit
which enlightens the human family



