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proceeds from the presence of the

Almighty, that it spreads throughout all

space, that it is the light and life of all

things, and that every honest heart pos-

sesses it in proportion to his virtue, in-

tegrity, and his desire to know the truth

and do good to his fellow men.

We see the providences of God in all

things; we see them in raising up differ-

ent communities and establishments in

the world for the general and universal

benefit of mankind. We see the provi-

dences of God in raising up a Luther and

a John Wesley; we see the providences

of God in all the Christian organizations

and communities; we trace the hand of

the Almighty in framing the constitution

of our land, and believe that the Lord

raised up men purposely for the accom-

plishment of this object, raised them up

and inspired them to frame the consti-

tution of the United States. We trace

the hand of God, his Spirit, his work-

ings upon and among all classes of peo-

ple, whether Christian or heathen, that

his providences may be carried out, and

that his designs, formed before the morn-

ing stars sang together or the founda-

tions of the earth were laid, may be ul-

timately fulfilled. He slackens not his

hand, he gives not up his designs nor

his purposes; but his work is one eter-

nal round. We trace the hand of the

Almighty and we see his Spirit moving in

all communities for their good, restrain-

ing and encouraging, establishing gov-

ernments and nations, inspiring men to

take a course that shall most advance

his purposes until the set time shall

come when he shall work more fully

and effectually for the accomplishment

of his designs, and when sorrow, wicked-

ness, evil, crime, bitter disappoint-

ments, vexation, distress and poverty

shall cease and be no more known,

and the salvation and happiness of his

children be secured, when the earth

shall be rolled back into its pristine pu-

rity and the inhabitants thereof dwell

upon it in perfect peace and happiness.

If there is any class of people in the

world that have reason to be more lib-

eral and generous towards their fellow

creatures, it is the Latter-day Saints;

and if our liberality and generosity are

not shown more than they are, it is in

consequence of the pressure of circum-

stances with which we are surrounded

restraining us from the exercise thereof;

yet we expect to be, hereafter, in cir-

cumstances when we will have the priv-

ilege and opportunity of doing as we

desire in these respects. However, in

regard to this matter, whether circum-

stances shall so change or not, we know

that we have obeyed a system of pro-

gression. We might speak in reference

to the increase of knowledge to any in-

dividual who may receive and obey the

doctrines we teach; but that which is

most interesting to us is the progres-

sion of the Latter-day Saints themselves

in the system they have received. Our

faith, views and the principles we have

obeyed all coincide perfectly with those

of former-day Saints, which we read

about in this book (the Bible). Were

ministers at the present day to stand

up in their pulpits and announce doc-

trines in reference to the progression of

Saints, as they were preached in for-

mer days, the doctrines would be con-

sidered, at least, very startling, and

a committee of investigation would un-

doubtedly be required at once by their

congregations to ascertain whether or

not they had seceded from their previ-

ously avowed principles. For instance,

let a Methodist, Presbyterian or Bap-

tist minister rise in his pulpit, and sug-

gest to his congregation, as Paul did on

a certain occasion: "Let this same mind


