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works in preaching the Gospel to the
nations of the earth, what they have suf-
fered for the cause of God; the imprison-
ment, contumely, drivings from Ohio,
Missouri, Jackson County, and the north-
ern counties in Missouri, and from Illinois,
and how they have passed through all this
and everything by way of suffering that can
be imagined, and have still adhered to and
borne their testimony to the truth; their
works will be read and in generations to
come people will have just as much con-
fidence in these men as they now have in
the Twelve Apostles whose doings are re-
corded in the New Testament. They are
just as good men I have every reason to be-
lieve. As to the truth of what these Apostles
said, that I read about here in the New
Testament, I know nothing about that at
all, only what I experience, through having
observed the same system they preached.
They received the blessings pertaining to
it, so have I received the blessings which
they promised should be conferred upon
those who received that system. Therefore
I and my brethren, who have received a
like experience, are the only witnesses in
regard to the truth of what those Apostles
said; we are the only witnesses in regard
to the truth of what Jesus said. Jesus said,
He that will do the will of my Father shall
know of the doctrine. We are witnesses
that Jesus told the truth. The Apostles
say that those who receive the Gospel by
baptism for the remission of sins, shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. We are
witnesses that they told the truth. Can
the Methodist or Presbyterian ministers
witness to these facts? No, they know
nothing about them. They received their
certificates and endowments at college,
they trust in the wisdom of man, to the
knowledge of the sciences, we trust to the
power of the Almighty. Perhaps it may be
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said to us: “For ye see your calling, breth-
ren, how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,
are called: But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise;
and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which
are mighty; And base things of the world,
and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to
bring to nought things that are.”

Well, I do not feel materially concerned
about anything that respects the advance-
ment and prosperity of the kingdom of
God. It is a matter that I have not con-
trived, nor my brethren; it is the Lord’s
affair. He has done this work. We never
came to these valleys through our own de-
signs and wishes; the Lord God Almighty
brought us here, and when he wants us to
leave these valleys, we are just as well pre-
pared to leave as we were to come. We
simply do what the Lord our God com-
mands us. God loves his offspring, the hu-
man family. His design is not simply to
furnish happiness to the few here, called
Latter-day Saints. The plan and scheme
that he is now carrying out is for universal
salvation; not only for the salvation of the
Latter-day Saints, but for the salvation of
every man and woman on the face of the
earth, for those also in the spirit world, and
for those who may hereafter come upon
the face of the earth. It is for the salva-
tion of every son and daughter of Adam.
They are the offspring of the Almighty,
he loves them all and his plans are for the
salvation of the whole, and he will bring
all up into that position in which they will
be as happy and as comfortable as they are
willing to be. Our mission is to the world,
and not simply to carry the Gospel to
the people, but to establish plans and lay

5/16/20 8:45 PM



