THE NEW BIRTH, ETC.

good conscience towards God. Jesus, as
you will recollect, on the occasion when
John the Baptist, as he was called, was
baptizing in Jordan, went and offered him-
self to John as a candidate for baptism.
John, having received a testimony from
the Father that Jesus was his beloved son
in whom He was well pleased; knowing
also that he, himself, was the forerunner of
Jesus spoken of by the Prophets, declined
to baptize him, saying, in effect, it is better
for me to submit to thee than thee to sub-
mit to me. Jesus replied, Suffer it to be so
now, to fulfil all righteousness. Then John
took Jesus and baptized him.

Here we have an example on the part
of our Savior of obedience to a certain or-
dinance. Some say that in this ordinance
Jesus had water poured upon him, others
say he was sprinkled, and a great many of
the popular pictures represent him stand-
ing in the Jordan with his arms folded
across his breast and John the Baptist
pouring water on his head; but a careful
perusal of the writings of those who have
described this event will leave but one con-
clusion on the unprejudiced mind, and
that is that Jesus went down into the wa-
ter and was baptized by John, and came
up out of the water; and that if pouring or
sprinkling had been the method of admin-
istering the ordinance of baptism, there
would have been no necessity for John and
the people of Jerusalem and the regions
round about, to have gone the distance
that intervened between the river Jordan
and Jerusalem to attend to it, and in fact
there are other passages in the Scriptures
which go to prove that immersion was the
method of baptism, and that John so ad-
ministered the ordinance. In one passage
of Scripture it is said that John was bap-
tizing at a place near Enon, because there
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was much water there, showing that an
abundance of water was necessary for its
correct administration. This was the ordi-
nance that Jesus submitted to. He was the
Son of God, the Lamb slain from before
the foundation of the world; He was spot-
less and sinless in the sight of his Father,
yet, he considered it necessary to attend to
this ordinance that he might fulfil all righ-
teousness; and it is a remarkable fact that
we have no account in the Scriptures of
Jesus acting in his ministry until he had at-
tended to this ordinance.

This, as I understand the Scriptures,
and as the Latter-day Saints testify, was
the new birth. He went down into one
element, was buried in that element, and,
emerging therefrom, was born again, in
other words was born of the water. Can
you imagine a new birth more perfectly
represented than by this act which I have
described, performed by John upon Jesus?
After this birth of the water had taken
place, the birth of the Spirit followed, for
as soon as he came up out of the water, the
Holy Ghost, in the likeness of a dove, de-
scended upon him, and a voice was heard
from heaven testifying that he was the be-
loved son in whom the Father was well
pleased. Jesus was enveloped in that spiri-
tual element, and was born of the Spirit as
he had been born of the water. Thus, in his
own case, he illustrated, by his obedience
and humility to the will of his Father, the
doctrine which he taught to Nicodemus,
and which he declared was necessary to
prepare not only him but all the children
of men to enter into the kingdom of God.
Paul, also, in one place, speaks of be-
ing buried with Christ in baptism in the
likeness of his burial, in the likeness also
of his resurrection; the burial in the lig-
uid grave being symbolical of the death
and burial of the Son of God, and the
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