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lation. Father Joseph Smith, father
of the Prophet, thought that the Lord
would take the will for the deed, and
it would not be necessary. He felt as
though there would be great danger in
the undertaking, and that the brethrens'
lives would be in peril. A good many
of the other Elders felt the same, but
the Spirit rested upon President Young
and his brother Apostles, and they deter-
mined to go, and they did go, and, accord-
ing to the revelation, they laid the cor-
nerstone in the town of Far West. They
laid it in the midst of their enemies; they
sang their songs, ordained two of the
Twelve, and if I recollect right, two of the
Seventies, and then shook hands with
the Saints there, bade them adieu, and
took their departure for Europe, thus
fulfilling the word of God given nearly
a year previously through the Prophet
Joseph, and which the enemies of the
Kingdom of God said should never be ful-
filled.

That foundation stone was laid, and
the Saints, as I said, fled into Illinois,
and there laid the foundation of a tem-
ple at Nauvoo, Illinois, the finest build-
ing then in the western country, and
the admiration of everybody. The Saints
erected it in the midst of poverty, desti-
tution, sickness, death, and, I may say,
with the sword or rifle in one hand and
the trowel in the other, their enemies
surrounding them on every hand. They
had slain Joseph and Hyrum, and at-
tempted to destroy others of the ser-
vants of God, and they were continu-
ally burning and destroying the houses
and property of the Saints, and were de-
termined to expel them from the State.
But in the midst of these tribulations the
Saints continued their labors until that
temple was roofed in, and until within
its walls they could attend to the or-
dinances for the living and the dead.
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Again they were driven, and again
they took up their line of march, and
they came out to this desert country, and
again we laid the foundation of another
temple, a few hundred yards from this
building; and this winter we have laid
the foundation of another at St. George,
in the southern part of this Territory.
The masons and laborers are down there
endeavoring to push it forward to com-
pletion as fast as possible.

Why is it that we are so anxious to
build temples? It is that we may attend
to ordinances necessary for the salvation
of the living and the dead, that we may
be baptized for our ancestors who died
without having the privilege of hearing
and obeying the Gospel. We not only
believe that we should be baptized for
them, but we also believe that where our
fathers and mothers have died, having
been married only according to the prac-
tice of the world, they should be married
for time and eternity; and, in the tem-
ples erected by the Saints to the name
of the Most High, we shall act for them
in this respect also. We believe, not
only, that we should be married for time
and eternity, but that they should be
also. We believe in the eternal nature
of the marriage relation, that man and
woman are destined, as husband and
wife, to dwell together eternally. We be-
lieve that we are organized as we are,
with all these affections, with all this
love for each other, for a definite pur-
pose, something far more lasting than to
be extinguished when death shall over-
take us. We believe that when a man and
woman are united as husband and wife,
and they love each other, their hearts
and feelings are one, that that love is
as enduring as eternity itself, and that
when death overtakes them it will nei-
ther extinguish nor cool that love, but
that it will brighten and kindle it to a



