THE NEW BIRTH, ETC.

purer flame, and that it will endure
through eternity; and that if we have off-
spring they will be with us and our mu-
tual associations will be one of the chief
joys of the heaven to which we are has-
tening. If I have loving wives and chil-
dren, who could contribute to our happi-
ness so much as we could to each others',
they to mine, I to theirs? Shall we be
separated and I be no more to them and
they no more to me than strangers? How
unnatural the thought! God has restored
the everlasting priesthood, by which ties
can be formed, consecrated and consum-
mated, which shall be as enduring as
we ourselves are enduring, that is, as
our spiritual nature; and husbands and
wives will be united together, and they
and their children will dwell and asso-
ciate together eternally, and this, as I
have said, will constitute one of the chief
joys of heaven; and we look forward to it
with delightful anticipations.

Brother Woodruff, in his remarks this
morning, spoke of the blessing that the
Lord promised Abraham, that as the
sands on the seashore, or the stars that
bespangle the firmament are innumer-
able, so should his seed be. How is
this to be effected? Why, by the eter-
nal union of the sexes, by the eternal
union of Abraham with those who were
his family in his life. Strange as this doc-
trine may seem, it is nevertheless amply
sustained by these divine Scriptures in
which Christendom all profess to believe.

Now we rear Temples in order
that we may be baptized in the fonts
which will be in those Temples, for
our dead, in order that we may go
forward and act vicariously for them
in the ordinance of baptism and in
the laying on of hands for the Holy
Ghost, and then in other ordinances,
which shall prepare them to dwell
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with us and us with them eternally in
the presence of God.

If you read the 20th chapter of Rev-
elation, you will see that the Lord re-
vealed to John that there shall be a thou-
sand years' rest, a millennium, or mil-
lennial era, when the earth shall rest
from wickedness, and when knowledge
shall cover it as waters cover the deep,
and when one man shall not have to
say to another, "Know ye the Lord?"
but when, according to the words of
the Prophet, "all shall know him, from
the least even unto the greatest;" when
God's will shall be written in the hearts
of the children of men, and they will un-
derstand his law. The Prophets have
spoken of such a day, and in the chap-
ter to which I have alluded, the 20th
of Revelation, the Lord speaks of it in
plainness to his servant John the Reve-
lator, setting forth that there shall be a
thousand years' rest on the earth, dur-
ing which Christ shall reign in the midst
of his Saints, and when there shall be
nothing to hurt or destroy in all the
holy mountain of the Lord; when the
lamb will lie down with the lion, the
cow with the bear, and when the whole
animal creation will dwell together in
peace, when swords shall be beaten into
ploughshares, spears into pruninghooks,
and when the nations shall learn war no
more, men shall plant and eat the fruit
thereof, build and inhabit, and when
none shall deprive them of the fruits of
their labors.

I quote these passages as they oc-
cur to my mind. You are all famil-
iar with them. They will be fulfilled,
and there will be a thousand years'
rest, during which period Satan will
be bound, and when the seed of the
righteous will increase and cover the
land. In that glorious period every-
thing on the face of the earth will be
beautiful; disease and crime, and all



