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We meet together from time to time

to speak, to hear, and to reflect upon

things pertaining to the kingdom of God,

and the interests and happiness of hu-

manity; to strengthen, cheer and in-

struct, to teach and be taught on things

that pertain to our happiness and well-

being, in time and in eternity. As a

people we differ in very many respects

from the world with which we are as-

sociated. Our ideas, reflections and be-

lief with regard to Deity are different to

those of the world; our ordinances also

vary from those which are in existence

among the Christian world. We have

our reasons for this difference; they, per-

haps, have theirs. We place God, his

service and his worship as among the

first things that ought to attract our at-

tention. Considering ourselves immor-

tal as well as mortal beings, and hav-

ing to do with time and eternity; with

things future, as well as present, it has

been our study for years to try to form

correct opinions and ideas in relation to

those things which pertain to our ever-

lasting welfare. In doing this we have

not been desirous, generally, to court the

good feelings or approbation of men. We

know that mankind vary very much in

their ideas in relation to these matters,

and if desirous we could not follow them

because they do not agree; but we have

been desirous, as far as lay in our power,

to seek the approbation of the Almighty

and of an approving conscience, for in re-

ligious matters it is with these we have

to do. We consider that we are engaged

in a work that will affect us and our pos-

terity after us for innumerable genera-

tions; in a work in which both the living

and the dead are interested. And acting

in the fear of God, and with a reference

to eternal realities, we try to square our

conduct and regulate our actions, in such

a manner, that we may stand approved

of all good men, and of the holy angels;

that we may be approved of the virtuous

and good who have lived on the earth,

and of the virtuous and good who may

hereafter live upon it; for we consider, as

we are eternal beings, that things per-

taining to eternity are of a great deal

more importance than the evanescent

transitory things pertaining to time and

sense, which speedily pass away. We

find one thing literally true, as spoken of

by the scriptures—that "It is appointed

for men once to die," and that the teem-

ing millions who now inhabit this earth

have only existed upon it for a very short

time, and will only continue to exist for

a short time to come; and as we have


