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supplanted the millions who have gone

before us, so also shall we be supplanted

by millions who will follow after us; and

as we believe in an eternity and in future

rewards and future punishments, and in

future exaltations and future degrada-

tions; as we believe that this life is sim-

ply a probationary state we feel desirous

to act as wise, prudent, intelligent be-

ings, squaring our lives and actions ac-

cording to the high position that we oc-

cupy before God and before the holy an-

gels. We are not satisfied, as many men

are, with simple theories, because this,

that or the other man or bodies of men

have told us they are true, we are gov-

erned by no man's ipse dixit. We have

not any particular dogmas to sustain, or

any special theory to establish. Living

in the world of mankind, surrounded by

the works of nature, walking, as it were,

in the presence of the Great Eloheim,

we wish to comprehend and embrace all

truth and seek for and obtain everything

that is calculated to exalt, ennoble and

dignify the human family; and wherever

we find truth, no matter where, or from

what source it may come, it becomes

part and parcel of our religious creed, if

you please, or our political creed, or our

moral creed, or our philosophy, as the

case may be, or whatever you may please

to term it.

We are open for the reception of all

truth, of whatever nature it may be, and

are desirous to obtain and possess it,

to search after it as we would for hid-

den treasures; and to use all the knowl-

edge God gives to us to possess our-

selves of all the intelligence that he has

given to others; and to ask at his hands

to reveal unto us his will, in regard to

things that are the best calculated to

promote the happiness and well-being of

human society. If there are any good

principles, any moral philosophy that we

have not yet attained to we are desirous

to learn them. If there is anything in the

scientific world that we do not yet com-

prehend we desire to become acquainted

with it. If there is any branch of phi-

losophy calculated to promote the well-

being of humanity, that we have not yet

grasped, we wish to possess ourselves of

it. If there is anything pertaining to the

rule and government of nations, or pol-

itics, if you please, that we are not ac-

quainted with, we desire to possess it. If

there are any religious ideas, any theo-

logical truths, any principles pertaining

to God, that we have not learned, we ask

mankind, and we pray God, our heav-

enly Father, to enlighten our minds that

we may comprehend, realize, embrace

and live up to them as part of our reli-

gious faith. Thus our ideas and thoughts

would extend as far as the wide world

spreads, embracing everything pertain-

ing to light, life, or existence pertaining

to this world or the world that is to come.

They would dig into the bowels of the

earth, or go to the depth of hell, if you

please; they would soar after the intelli-

gence of the Gods that dwell in the eter-

nal worlds; they would grasp everything

that is good and noble and excellent and

happifying and calculated to promote the

well-being of the human family.

There is no man nor set of men who

have pointed out the pathway for our feet

to travel in, in relation to these mat-

ters. There are no dogmas nor theo-

ries extant in the world that we profess

to listen to, unless they can be verified

by the principles of eternal truth. We

carefully scan, investigate, criticize and

examine everything that presents itself

to our view, and so far as we are en-

abled to comprehend any truths in exis-

tence, we gladly hail them as part and

portion of the system with which we are


