ZION.

was also established. Henry the Eighth
established and became head of the En-
glish Church. Wesley, at a later period,
established a Church which has grown
to great numbers at the present day.
But among all these Churches where are
the characteristics of Zion? We hunt for
them in vain. Go to all these 666 differ-
ent Protestant denominations that have
come out from the mother Church, and
inquire of them, Have you inspired men
among you? And their united voice is
that God speaks no more in our day; no
other message is given from heaven; no
voice is heard from the eternal worlds;
no angels are sent in these days; no in-
spired apostles are raised up to establish
the Church and the Kingdom of God; no
men are filled with the spirit of prophecy
to portray the events of the future, or
to accomplish and perform the work of
God in our day. We enquire, "What have
you?" "Oh we have 666 different denomi-
nations and we have surnamed ourselves
Christians. We are Bible Christians."
How mistaken they are! Bible Chris-
tians were those who believed in having
apostles and inspired prophets among
them. Bible Christians could receive
more revelation and add more books to
the Bible; Bible Christians could con-
verse with the Lord, and oftentimes be-
held the face of Jesus; they could com-
mune with holy angels; they had author-
ity from God to lay hands upon those
whom they baptized, for the reception
or baptism of the Holy Ghost. This
was what constituted ancient Zion; but
inquire for these characteristics among
these 666 different Christian denomina-
tions and they will tell you they are all
gone, they have not any of them amongst
them. Now suppose we take their word
for it! I do, I really believe them. I
think they tell the truth when they say
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they have no inspired men. I believe
them when they say they have neither
prophets nor apostles among them. Why
do I believe them? Because they have re-
ceived no new books in addition to the
Bible, and whenever God had a people
on the earth they were constantly giving
new books, inspired from on high, and
when that ceases we draw the conclusion
that inspiration has ceased.

Under these circumstances what is to
be done? If the world has thus aposta-
tized, and there has been no Church of
the living God, no Zion among the na-
tions for the long period I have named,
what are we to expect? Is the world al-
ways to remain in this condition? Has
God spoken for the last time? Were the
few favored Christians who lived in the
first century of our era the last ones who
were to be favored with a message from
heaven? I think not, the Bible tells us
a different story altogether. That book
tells us that there is to be one of the
greatest dispensations ushered in upon
the face of the earth that ever has been
since the creation of man, and I profess
to believe the Bible. When I read the
words of the Apostle Paul about the new
dispensation that should take place af-
ter his day, I believe it. You will find in
the first chapter of his epistle to the Eph-
esians that in the dispensation of the ful-
ness of times he shall gather together in
one all things that are in Christ, whether
they be in heaven, or here on the earth.
A dispensation of gathering, a dispensa-
tion called the dispensation of the ful-
ness of times, a dispensation in which
the very heavens, and all the spirits of
men that are behind the veil are to be
gathered in one; all things that are in
Christ to be gathered in one, preparatory
to the great resurrection that will take
place in that dispensation.



