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The dispensation that was introduced

in the days of the apostles was not a dis-

pensation of gathering. When the apos-

tles went forth to build up the Church of

Christ at Corinth or at Ephesus, in Gala-

tia or any other part of the earth, the

Christians all remained where they re-

ceived the Gospel except those who were

driven into the mountains by the per-

secutions of their enemies. But in the

last dispensation there is to be one fea-

ture characterizing it that did not char-

acterize the dispensation established by

the ancient apostles, namely the gather-

ing together of the people—all that are in

Christ from the ends of the earth. When

that dispensation is introduced Zion will

be introduced again, the Lord will bring

again Zion.

Many of you who are Bible believ-

ers have read a great many prophecies

about the Zion of the latter days and

how the Lord should bring again Zion,

which seems to intimate that Zion was

once on the earth, that it was lost from

the earth for a certain period of time,

and that the Lord was going to restore

it once more. Let us hear what Isaiah

has said on this subject: "Thy watch-

men shall lift up their voice, with the

voice together shall they sing, for they

will see eye to eye when the Lord shall

bring again Zion." But perhaps strangers

may inquire, How are we to know the pe-

riod or age of the world when the Lord

shall bring again Zion, or in other words

restore his Church to the earth? What

are the signs of that day, that we may

discern the signs of the times? I will tell

you how you may know that period. If

you will go to the 102nd Psalm of David

you will find a clue to that period. I

think I will read a little of that psalm for

the benefit of strangers. "When the Lord

shall build up Zion he shall appear in his

glory." I think this gives a clue to the

period, for everyone will admit that the

Lord has not yet appeared in his glory.

We are looking for him. The Chris-

tians of all denominations expect that he

will appear in the clouds of heaven with

power and great glory. The Latter-day

Saints expect this in common with all

other Christians. But before he appears

in his glory he is going to build up Zion,

that is, Zion must again be built up on

the earth: and if there is not a Zion built

up on the earth before he comes, or in

other words, if there never is to be an-

other Zion built up on the earth, then he

never will come. But when we see the

day arrive that the Lord begins to estab-

lish his Church on the earth once more,

characterized by apostles and prophets,

and introduces a dispensation of gather-

ing, wherein all in Christ shall be gath-

ered together in one; when the period of

time shall come that the watchmen in

that Zion shall see eye to eye and with

the voice together sing, we may know

that the Lord is coming in his glory, and

is near at hand.

We will read a few other passages in

the same psalm. "Thou shalt arise, and

have mercy upon Zion: for the time to fa-

vor her, yea, the set time, is come." The

Lord has a set time for a great many of

his purposes. A set time for the scatter-

ing of Israel; a set time for Jerusalem

to be trodden down by the Gentiles un-

til their times are fulfilled; a set time

for the stone out of the mountain to be

cut without hands and the kingdom of

God to be organized on the earth; a set

time for the coming of the angel with the

everlasting Gospel to be preached to all

people, nations, kindreds and tongues;

a set time for the Lord to favor Zion,

as is here declared. "For thy servants

take pleasure in her stones, and favor


