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Now we all know that Jesus sprang from

Judah; but here is a declaration that

from Joseph is the shepherd, the stone

of Israel. That is, he will come the sec-

ond time as a shepherd. He will gather

his flock, or as the Psalmist David has

said, "Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

thou that leadest Joseph like a flock, stir

up thy strength and come and save us."

He will come as a shepherd, he will stir

up his strength and show forth his power

and the remnant of Joseph will be led by

their shepherd, long before the Jews are

redeemed. "Arise and shine, for thy light

is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen

upon thee."

What condition do you suppose the

wicked will be in in those days, even

all the inhabitants of the earth except

Zion? "For behold darkness shall cover

the earth and gross darkness the peo-

ple; but the Lord shall arise upon thee,

and his glory shall be seen upon thee."

What a difference between Zion and the

rest of mankind! Darkness covering the

whole four quarters of the globe. Why

darkness? Because the salt of the earth

is gathered out; the children of light are

gathered together to Zion, and those who

are left behind are in darkness, that is, a

great many of them. No doubt there will

be honest ones, and vast numbers who

will come to Zion, notwithstanding the

darkness that covers the earth.

We will read the next verse: "And

the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and

kings to the brightness of thy rising."

"Thy gates shall be open continually;

they shall not be shut day nor night; that

men may bring unto thee the forces of

the Gentiles, and that their kings may

be brought. For the nation and kingdom

that will not serve thee shall perish; yea,

those nations shall be utterly wasted."

What! No people or nation left that will

not serve Zion? Not one. What will be-

come of this great republic with its forty

millions of people, and which is spread-

ing forth continually? If they will com-

ply with the ordinances of Zion, repent of

their sins and be prepared for this great

and glorious day, God will save them;

but if they will not they will be utterly

wasted away. Thus have the prophets

declared. "The sons also of them that

afflicted thee shall come bending unto

thee; and shall bow themselves down at

the soles of thy feet, and they shall call

thee, The city of the Lord, The Zion of

the Holy One of Israel." Now here is a

little comfort to you miners: "For brass I

will bring gold, and for iron I will bring

silver, and for wood brass, and for stones

iron: I will make thy officers peace, and

thine exactors righteousness. Violence

shall no more be heard in thy land, wast-

ing nor destruction within thy borders."

Wars will cease in those days. "The

sun shall no more be thy light by day;

neither for brightness shall the moon

give light unto thee: but the Lord shall

be unto thee an everlasting light, and

thy God thy glory." Zion will not need

the sun when the Lord is there, and

all the city is lighted up by the glory

of his presence. When the whole heav-

ens above are illuminated by the pres-

ence of his glory we shall not need those

bright luminaries of heaven to give light,

so far as the city of Zion is concerned.

But there will be a great people round

about, dwelling in other cities that will

still have need of the light of the sun

and the moon; but the great capital city

where the Lord will establish one of his

thrones—for his throne is not to be in

Jerusalem alone, it will also be in Zion,

as you will find in numerous places in

this Bible. When therefore, he shall


