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come. Ignorant of all true principles

without inspiration from him, we feel at

all times that it is necessary for us to be

under his guidance and direction, and to

seek for the aid of his Holy Spirit, that

we may be led and taught, instructed

and directed in all of our acts and asso-

ciations in life, that we may be prepared

for any events that may transpire, asso-

ciated with the affairs of this world or

relative to the world to come. We look

upon ourselves as eternal beings, and

that God is our Father. We are told in the

sacred record of truth that he is the God

and Father of the spirits of all flesh—of

all flesh that has lived, that now lives

or that will live; and it is proper that

we should have just conceptions of our

relationship to him, to each other, to

the world wherein we live, to those who

have existed before us, or to those who

shall come after us, that as wise, intelli-

gent beings, under the inspiration of the

Almighty, we may be able to conduct our

steps so that our pathway in life may be

such as to secure the approval of a good

conscience and of God, angels and good

men; and that whilst we live upon the

earth we may fulfil in an honorable man-

ner the measure of our creation, and,

obeying our Creator, feel that he is in-

deed what the Scriptures represent him

to be, and what we believe him to be—

"the God and Father of the spirits of all

flesh."

There is a feeling generally extant in

the world that God is a great and august

personage who is elevated so high above

the world, and is so far separated from

humanity that it is impossible to ap-

proach him, and although the Christian

religion, under whatever form it may

be practiced, teaches mankind to pray

unto God in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, yet it is very few who suppose

that their prayers amount to anything,

that God will listen to their supplica-

tions, or that they will prove of any spe-

cial benefit. A feeling of this kind tends

more or less to unbelief instead of faith

in God, and hence we find very few men

in our day who act as men of God did in

former days, that is, seek unto him for

guidance and direction in the affairs of

life. If we examine what is termed the

sacred history of the Bible, we shall find

that in the various ages of the world,

until soon after Christianity was intro-

duced, there was a feeling among men to

call upon God and to have their prayers

answered—a feeling that if they would

approach the Most High and call upon

his name in faith, he would answer their

supplications and give unto them wis-

dom, intelligence and revelation for the

guidance of their feet in the pathway

of life; and it was not based as it is

now, generally, upon some old theories,

or upon communications made unto oth-

ers; but if we trace the records of Scrip-

ture through, we shall find that men gen-

erally sought for themselves guidance

and direction and revelation adapted to

the peculiar circumstances in which they

were placed.

If we go back to the time when Adam

first made his appearance on the earth,

the Lord God we are told communicated

with him, gave him certain command-

ments, told him what he should do and

what he should not do; and when he

transgressed the law, we are told that

he heard the footsteps of the Lord in the

garden, and he heard his voice speaking

unto him, and when, at the dictum of

the Almighty, he was expelled from the

paradise in which he lived, an angel was

placed there as a guardian to prevent his

return.

From the accounts that we have

in our possession of events that took

place soon after that time, we learn


