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that the Lord communicated his will

unto others, and there was a man called

Enoch, a very remarkable personage,

whose history is very brief indeed, con-

sidering the important events that tran-

spired during his day. We are told that

he walked with God, had communication

with him, and that "He was not, for God

took him." Our recent revelations give

us information pertaining to this same

man—that he gathered together a peo-

ple, that he taught them the principles

of the Gospel, that he gathered together

all who would listen to the principles of

truth previous to the flood, and that he

and his city were translated, or as the

account of the Bible says—"He was not,

for God took him."

By and by another event transpired.

The people became excessively wicked

and corrupt, so much so, that, as the

Scriptures informs us, "Their thoughts

were only evil, and that continually;"

and in consequence of this the Lord de-

creed that he would destroy the peo-

ple from the face of the earth. But be-

fore he did it he gave revelation unto

Noah, telling him that the destruction

of all flesh upon the earth had been de-

creed by the Almighty in consequence

of the wickedness of the people; and

Noah had special revelation given to him

adapted to the circumstances which sur-

rounded him, and the age in which he

lived. He was not told to build a city,

to preach the Gospel and gather the

people as Enoch had done; but he was

told that the wickedness of all flesh had

come up before the Almighty and that he

had determined to destroy them with a

flood; and Noah, believing in God and

in the revelation which he gave unto

him, according to the testimony of the

Scriptures, built an ark, and gathered

into that ark himself and wife, his sons

and their wives, and two—male and fe-

male—of the various kinds of beasts,

birds and creeping things that dwelt on

the face of the earth. History records the

coming of the flood, the destruction of the

world by it, and the preservation in the

ark of those who had listened to the word

of God and to whom he communicated

his will.

Subsequent to this time a variety of

singular circumstances transpired and

there existed many prominent charac-

ters both good and bad, worshipers of

God and worshipers of idols. We find

that after the re-peopling of the earth af-

ter the flood men set to work to build a

tower, and the Lord confused their lan-

guages and scattered them from hence,

throughout all the earth. About this time

a singular kind of personage appeared on

the stage of action, named Abraham. He

had been taught by his father to worship

idols; but the Lord had manifested him-

self to him on certain occasions and in-

structed him in the true religion. He did

not teach him as he taught Enoch, or as

he had taught Noah; the circumstances

of Abraham were different from those of

Enoch and Noah, and if Abraham had

the history of their times, as he unques-

tionably had, for Abraham was contem-

porary with Noah and Noah with Adam,

and must have been acquainted with the

events which had transpired, from the

days of Adam at least from information

given by Adam to Noah and by Noah to

himself, he would know that the reve-

lations they received were not applica-

ble to his case, but he needed revelation

from God for his own guidance and di-

rection, that he might be led aright, and

that he might be able to instruct his chil-

dren after him in the path they should

tread, in the principles, doctrines and or-

dinances that should be according to the

mind and will of God.


