
PERSECUTION, ETC. 369

age when intelligence is being devel-

oped in a great many directions, and

when the learning of man is vastly ex-

tended. The Apostle Paul cautioned the

Saints in his day to beware lest any spoil

them through philosophy and vain de-

ceit; yet the religion of Jesus Christ em-

braces every true and perfect principle,

every correct science, every principle of

philosophy—that is every true principle,

and is calculated to benefit mankind in

every way; and yet the laws of life as re-

vealed, explained and developed in the

organization of the human family are

trampled under foot and very little un-

derstood. God has commenced a work

in these last days to elevate mankind,

to save them, to increase them, to place

them on a footing of independence; to

cause them to love one another and to

lay a foundation for peace and harmony,

that bloodshed and war, contention and

devastation shall cease; that the power

of the oppressor shall be broken and that

the honest in heart may have the privi-

lege of dwelling together and building up

Zion in all the earth, and of continuing

the blessings and ordinances of exalta-

tion for time and throughout all eternity.

There is no doubt but Satan stirs

up the hearts of the children of man

to disobedience and to war against the

principles of righteousness; but they are

true. Joseph Smith was a Prophet of

God, he was a minister of the Most

High; he brought forth pure and holy

principles, principles which are calcu-

lated to save and exalt mankind. He

was slain, and those who received his

testimony were robbed of all they pos-

sessed and driven into the wilderness

under the influence of religious fanati-

cism and bigotry, which apprehended

nothing but their utter destruction. God

preserved them, blessed them, and they

spread abroad in the midst of these

valleys; they converted the desert into

fruitful fields, and laid a foundation for

the redemption of the human race, and

thank God for these privileges.

We want while we are here at Con-

ference, to have our brethren collect in

their minds—that is, leave their busi-

ness out of doors. It is a good time

to come to Conference, a splendid time

to do business and all that; but while

the hours of Conference are on, let us

come to meeting, give strict attention to

what is said and done, and call upon

God in mighty prayer, that he will de-

liver Zion from her oppressors; that he

will bless the efforts of his servants for

the advancement of his work; that he

will bless the Missionaries that are sent

abroad, and those who are abroad among

the nations, and the missions of the na-

tive elders in the various counties; that

he will open the way that the poor may

be gathered. And, by the way, while

we are doing this, let us reflect how

much we can do to aid the Perpetual

Emigration Fund, in bringing home the

Poor. Many of them have been scattered

among the nations half a generation and

more, and they are unable to gather

home. Think of these things. Pray

the Lord to give his servants wisdom;

pray the Lord to strengthen the Pres-

ident of the Church—Brigham Young,

heal his body, make him strong, sound

and healthy, deliver him from the power

of the oppressor and those who seek to

destroy him, that he may have wisdom,

intelligence and power to preach to and

teach the Saints, and to counsel and

guide the affairs of the great work which

God has entrusted to him. Let us devote

a few days, as the case may be, to coun-

sel, to instruction, to bearing testimony,

to acquiring a knowledge of the things of

God, speaking of those things that are

for the welfare of Zion; taking counsel


