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together as to the best course to pursue on
the various subjects that are before us—for-
warding the building of Temples, etc.
After last Conference President Young
and myself made a journey to St. George.
His health was very poor and he was
quite feeble when he left here. When he
reached that mild climate, or rather, that
even, dry climate, he seemed immediately
to commence to recruit, and while we re-
mained there—we were absent about ten
weeks—he improved very much; but in
consequence of the persecution which was
inaugurated against the Latter-day Saints,
aiming at him directly, it became neces-
sary for him to return in the midst of a very
cold and stormy season, and very muddy
roads. While at St. George he selected a
spot, laid out the foundation and dedicated
the ground and made a commencement, to
build a temple, which is being continued
under the direction of President Erastus
Snow, that the ordinances of the holy
priesthood, which should be administered
only in a Temple, may be attended to in
that part of the Territory, in the neighbor-
hood and vicinity of those settlements.
Our brethren can observe that a very
handsome addition has been made to the
foundation of the Temple here since the
last Annual Conference, and they can now
begin to form some idea of how the work
is going to look. When you realize that all
the granite that is in that immense foun-
dation has been hauled some seventeen
miles with oxen, mules and horses, you
must realize that a very great job has been
accomplished. But at the present time we
have a railroad almost into the quarry, and
the result is that the labor has been greatly
lessened, and the rock and the sand and
other building material can be brought
here at vastly less expense than formerly,
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and consequently we will be able to push
the work forward more rapidly. We want
the brethren and sisters—all of them, to
feel an interest in the tithes and offerings
for the Temple, and in the labor upon it.

All must be aware that considerable
expense and a great deal of time and dis-
arrangement of business has been caused
by the persecutions and prosecutions of
the last year. But we are very glad that
Cooperative Associations for mercantile,
manufacturing, agricultural, grazing and
other purposes that have been forming in
this City and throughout this Territory for
several years past, have proved in an emi-
nent degree successful, manifesting what
wonderful results can be accomplished by
the Latter-day Saints when united in the
exercise of their several duties and in the
performance of their labors. The want of
unity and organization causes the loss of a
good deal of time, and hence the necessity
of organization and united efforts.

The ladies relief societies in all the sev-
eral settlements wherever they have existed
have also been in many respects highly
successful, and great blessings to the com-
munity—looking after the poor and intro-
ducing improvements, encouraging and
enabling women to take charge of branches
of business that are suited to their strength,
knowledge and condition. It always did
seem to me ridiculous to see a man six
feet two and weighing two hundred and
twenty measuring tape or ribbons in a
store; and I shall be very thankful when I
can see changes effected to such an extent
that nimble fingers, suited to handle light
goods will be permitted to follow that kind
of employment, and so on throughout the
whole organization of society. Let those
great big men go and dig the rock, handle
the saw log, or do something that their
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