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books and apparatus, and to improve the

condition of our schools has been com-

mendable; and the Timpanogos branch

of the University of Deseret, at Provo,

one at St. George and several others es-

tablished in the Territory for the educa-

tion of teachers have had their good ef-

fects. But their effects are limited, com-

pared with what they might be, and I

am sorry to say that several of our young

men have been under the necessity of go-

ing to universities in other parts of the

world to obtain an education, which it

is desirable we should have the facilities

to give them here. Brethren and sisters,

take this matter to your hearts, for it is

one of the great missions of the Latter-

day Saints to do all in their power to ed-

ucate the rising generation and to teach

them the principles of eternal truth.

I have had the pleasure of visiting a

good many Sunday schools, from time

to time, from a very early period af-

ter they were established in this Terri-

tory, and I can speak highly of their in-

fluence and the benefits they have pro-

duced. I visited a Bible class while at

St. George, composed of young gentle-

men and ladies, and I found that they

were as well instructed in relation to the

principles of the Gospel, as laid down in

the Bible and in the revelations of the

Lord, as a very large portion of the El-

ders. I was very glad to see it. I vis-

ited Sunday schools when I could in the

course of my travels, and I was grati-

fied to see the progress that has been

made. I want to stir up parents to the

necessity of fitting up and encouraging

their children to attend Sunday school.

I also want to encourage them to at-

tend themselves and act as teachers; and

for the young men and young women,

whenever they can, or those whose fam-

ily arrangements are such that they can

attend to it, to volunteer and contribute

their exertions in carrying on Sunday

schools. A great many Elders have de-

voted much time to this useful and im-

portant subject, and have labored to

teach, encourage and strengthen Sunday

schools. Last summer, two weeks pre-

vious to the celebrated Methodist camp

meeting that was held in this city, Dr.

Vincent, a Methodist minister, and two

others connected with Sunday schools,

by their own request, addressed in this

Tabernacle about four thousand Sunday

school children. They told me they had

visited the Sunday school in the 13th

Ward, and had addressed the scholars

there, and they said that that Sunday

school was highly creditable. But al-

though they gave us so much credit, they

went away feeling very bitter towards us.

I asked them if they had not been treated

as well here as we would be in their so-

ciety. "O, yes," said they, "We were in-

vited to attend Sunday schools and we

did so. We were allowed to address the

children, and at our request four or five

thousand were brought together for us

to talk to." And they went on and told

how well they were treated; but notwith-

standing that, they said they had been

told from the most reliable sources that

a great many men had been killed in this

country for not being "Mormons." Said

I, "You have been most foully gulled by

somebody." Dr. Vincent replied, "The au-

thority is most reliable, for it came from

our officers." I said to him, "The offi-

cers change so often that they can have

no personal knowledge on these subjects.

Some of them are interested in promot-

ing difficulty with the people of Utah.

No man was ever killed in Utah for his

religion; and if the few cases of murder

that have occurred here were thoroughly

investigated they would be found to


