
be the result of private quarrels; and there 
have been five hundred percent less of 
such cases here than in any other new 
State or Territory with which I have been 
acquainted; and the country cannot be 
found on the face of the earth where the 
population is scattered over such a large 
area which has maintained such perfect 
police regulations, and these statements 
are simply scandal.”

I name this circumstance from the fact 
that a man who had been so liberally treat-
ed by the Latter-day Saints, who had had 
the privilege of speaking to the largest col-
lection of school children that he probably 
ever saw in his life, would believe lies told 
him by renegades, and carry them away 
and publish them rather than the real facts 
which he had the privilege of seeing, hear-
ing and learning from reliable authority 
while here.

I wish to stir up our brethren to con-
tinue their labor in Sunday schools, and, in 
doing so, to continue to sustain liberally the 
Juvenile Instructor. Place it in the hands of 
your children, it contains some of the best 
reading matter for them I know of, and its 
circulation should be widely extended. I 
notice from pieces published by Protestant 
ministers who have established churches in 
this city, that their principal hope of con-
verting the “Mormons” is by leading, (I call 
it misleading) away their children. They 
despair of converting the old ones who 
are perfectly established in their religious 
faith; and their hope appears to be in mis-
leading their children by getting them into  
their schools. By so doing they can prob-
ably draw them away from the Latter-

day faith, and through the children they 
may also succeed in gaining over some of 
their parents. The enemy of all righteous-
ness is sagacious, and so are his servants, 
and I think it quite honest, but not very 
creditable to Christian ministers to frankly 
acknowledge that their business here is to 
try and entice children from their parents. 
But so far as this is concerned our brethren 
and sisters should learn a lesson by it, and 
see that the persons who educate their chil-
dren do not plant in their hearts falsehood, 
deception, wickedness and corruption. 
They should place them under the tuition 
of those who will teach them the principles 
they are employed to teach, and not in-
stil into their minds those things that will 
lead them to destruction. The catechism 
for children, exhibiting the prominent 
doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, should be in every fam-
ily, school and Bible class.

I think measures should be taken to in-
crease the circulation among the people of 
the Deseret News, and the standard works 
of the Church. A great many read them, 
and many do not; and if in the various 
neighborhoods, a little more pains were 
taken, the information they contain could 
be more widely disseminated. I know the 
enemies of Zion are willing take any pains 
in the world almost to circulate lies; why 
should we not take a little pains to circu-
late truth, and to spread and to disseminate 
abroad pure and holy principles? I call the 
attention of Elders of the various stakes to 
these subjects.

Peace to the faithful. Amen.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES376

JOD Vol 14-LIVE.indd   376JOD Vol 14-LIVE.indd   376 5/16/20   8:45 PM5/16/20   8:45 PM


