2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

mighty was not beyond the conception of
humanity in charity and love, in mercy and
long-suffering, in patience and kindness to
his creatures, where would we have been
ere this? We would have been weltering in
his wrath, we would have been drinking
his hot displeasure. But he is more merciful
than we are. I have thought a great many
times I was very thankful I was not the
Lord Almighty. I should be consuming my
enemies. How I should contend against
those who hate me. I am glad I am not the
Lord. And to see the Latter-day Saints here
following the example of the Savior when
he took his disciples into an upper room,
and bade some of them go and prepare
to partake supper with him the last time
before his crucifixion. He took the bread
and blessed and brake. “Take, and eat ye
all of this, for this is my body in the new
testament.” He took the cup and blessed
it; “Drink ye all of this, for this is my blood
in the new testament.” Here we are doing
the same today. What more? Do this un-
til I come, for I will neither eat nor drink
any more with you in this capacity until I
drink anew with you in my father’s king-
dom on this earth. Will he do it? Certainly
he will. “Do this in remembrance of me,
until I come.” We are doing this today. Do
not other Christians do the same? They
do. How do we Latter-day Saints feel to-
wards them? Were we to yield to the car-
nal passions of the natural man and we
had the power of the Almighty we would
spew our enemies out of our mouths, yes,
we would hiss them from the face of hu-
man society for their evils, their malice,
for the revenge and wrath they have to-
wards us. But we are not the Almighty.
I am glad of it. I am happy in the reflec-
tion that I have not the power, and I hope
and pray I may never possess it until I
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can use it like a God, until I can wield it as
our Father in heaven wields it, with all that
eternity of majesty, glory, charity, with his
judgment, discretion, and with every fac-
ulty of compassion. I am happy in the re-
flection that I do not possess the power. I
am glad you elders do not, I am really glad
you do not. Will he ever grant power to
his Saints on the earth? Yes, they will take
the kingdom, and possess it forever and
ever; but in the capacity they are now, in
the condition that they now present them-
selves before God, before the world and
before each other? Never, never! Until we
are sanctified, until we are filled with the
wisdom of God, with the knowledge of
God, will he bequeath the power that he
has in reserve for his Saints; never will the
Saints possess it until they are prepared to
wield it with all that judgment, discretion,
wisdom and forbearance that the Lord
Almighty wields in his own capacity, and
uses at his pleasure. How do you feel about
it, brethren? Do not you wish sometimes
you had power to pinch their ears? Do not
you wish you had power to stop them in
their mad career? Let the Lord Almighty
do this. You think his eye is upon the work
of his hands? It is. His ears are open to the
prayers of his children, he will hear their
prayers, he will answer their desires; and
when we as a people possess the abundance
of that patience, that long-suffering and
forbearance that we need, to possess the
privileges and the power that the Lord has
in reserve for his people, we will receive to
our utmost satisfaction. We shall not have
it now. The Lord says, “I cannot give it to
you now.” This church has now been trav-
eling over forty-two years—forty-two years
the sixth day of this month since it was
organized with six members. What have we
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