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learned? We assembled in Missouri, at

the place of gathering on the borders of

the Lamanites, and there we bought our

farms and built our houses; but could

we stay there? Were we prepared then

to enter into Zion, to build up the Zion

of God and possess it? We were not,

we must suffer. "You Latter-day Saints,

you, my children," says the Lord, "are

not prepared to receive Zion." Why, we

have heard detailed by Elder Carring-

ton the conduct of Elders at the present

time, dishonest in the matter of a few

shillings or dollars. Dishonest, covetous,

selfish, grasping for that which is not

our own; borrowing and not paying; tak-

ing that which does not belong to us;

dishonest in our deal; oppressing each

other. Are we fit for Zion? I say noth-

ing to the Christian world with regard

to this. Let them bite and devour as

much as they please, it does not belong to

the Latter-day Saints at least. Could we

stay in Independence? No, we could not.

What was the reason? Here are some

hearing me talk who were there—some

who are aged, some here who were then

children and infants, some who were

born there. But we stayed a very few

years—two or three—and we must get

up and march. Why did we leave? Why

the enemy is upon us, our enemies are

gathered around us, our foes are beset-

ting us on every hand. There goes a

house burned up; there is a man that

is whipped; there is a family turned out

of doors! What is the matter with all

you Latter-day Saints? Can the world

see? No. Can the Saints see? No, or

few of them can; and we can say that

the light of the Spirit upon the hearts

and understandings of some Latter-day

Saints is like the peeping of the stars

through the broken shingles of the roof

over our heads, when we are watch-

ing through the silent watches of the

night and behold the glimmer of a twin-

kling star. "Oh yes, I see, I see, that

we are not prepared to receive the king-

dom." Another one says, "Yes, I can see,

we were too selfish." Another one says,

"I see, the wicked must be prepared for

their doom as well as the Saints for their

exaltation, and that the wicked are a

rod in the hands of God to chasten the

Saints." Here are the two classes—the

righteous and the unrighteous, and the

righteous must be prepared by suffer-

ing and by rendering strict obedience to

the commandments of heaven. It seems

to be absolutely necessary in the provi-

dence of Him who created us, and who

organized and fashioned all things ac-

cording to his wisdom, that man must

descend below all things. It is written

of the Savior in the Bible that he de-

scended below all things that he might

ascend above all. Is it not so with every

man? Certainly it is. It is fit then that

we should descend below all things and

come up gradually, and learn a little now,

and again, receive "line upon line, pre-

cept upon precept, here a little and there

a little." But hark, do the people hear it?

Do the people understand it? Scarcely!

Scarcely! Do the Latter-day Saints un-

derstand these principles, and are we

prepared to receive Zion? Are we pre-

pared to receive the Kingdom and are we

prepared for the blessings that God has

in reserve for his children? Stop, think,

consider, look around us! How is it? Are

not the sordid things of this life before

our eyes, and have they not thrown a

mist before them so that we cannot see?

Are we not of the earth, and still earthy?

Certainly we are of the earth and still

earthy. What do we know of heavenly

things? It is very true we have the Bible;

but when we come to our elders, men

of limited education and moderate read-


